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HONORABLE 
$8" STEPHEN SOAME, 
Kniebt, Lord M ator of the Citric 
of London: Andto the vertucus 
Ladie his wife,all bapg eſſe and 
hearts content wvufaimedly 
wisbed. 


6 Y good Lord, in 
5 reſpect of ſome fa- 
| bs uorsfrom youre- 
| [Is cciued , asalſo in 
; regard of the du- 
tious attetion 1 beare you , [ 
am bolde to preſent you and 
Az3 your 
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The Epiſtle 
your Ladie Jh this little 
remembrance , though ſimple 
and ſmall in So yer of ineſt1- 
mable valew in ludſtance. Ingra+ 
titude 1s the molt abie ſinnein 
the worlde, and caniuſtly chal- 
lenge no excuſe for it lelfe, bee it 
1 how great or meane perſons 
ſocuer: And therefore leaſt my 
ſelfe should therewith bee tain- 
ted, hauing found ſuch extraor- 
dinarie geatleneſſe both in you 
and my good Ladie your wife, 
I have made a learned and di- 
une French man my interce(- 

ſour, torell youinrude English, 

that | forgetnotſuch fauours. 

And the rather made l choice 

{lus furtherance heerin , be- 

caule 


old WAALS a 


a B53 


n. AMC. LE 


Dedicatoric. 
cauſe on good Fryday laſt, your 
Honour with the reſt of your 
Brethre, heard at Panles Croſle, 
a verie learned Sermon tending, 
to this purpole , 1 meanethe 
crolle,death,% palsion of Chriſt 
Jeſus, which jumping fo neere 
with this Argument, and well 
worthie to be continued in re- 
membrance : I could inde no 
fttermeanes for the ſame, then 
this moſt excellent and learned 
French Treatiſe, which handles 
both the ſacred yertue of the 
croſle, andalſo what worshippe 
oughtto be giuenthereto, 

I beſeechyou my good Lord 
and Lady, when leiſure from 
weightie occaſions yyill ſo per- 
mir 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
mit it , that you would but 
voucinſate this T reatiſe the rea- 
ding : happily you Shall finde 
fomewhac therein well worthie 
noting,aud | hope vvithall, the 
true finceritic ot my afteftion 
toward you, which being but ſo 
tound, and by you as kindly ac- 
cepted, | shall remaiue alvvaies 
yours for at:y further imploye- 
ment,be it cuen to the yttermoſt 
ot all my endeuours. 


A I 


Since in this world nothing can perfelt bee, 
Pardon I pray if you theſe faults do ſee, 


B. pag.1.lin 13, for hane plunged, read, having 
plunged. Pag,7. lin 21, for,t.Cor 1 verſe.23, read, 
x.Cor, 2.veric 2, Pag 9 lin. 20. for,onef aith xcad, 
one ſaith Pag 13.lin.s. for,Cololl. 5-verſe 15.read, 
Phil. z.verſe 3. 

C. Pag, 14- lin: 1. for, ſo phiſtically, read, ſophi- 
tically. and lin,26,for, Chirſt. read Chniſt, 

D. Pag.:, lin 24. for, Apoſtaſta, read, Apoſtata. 
Pag 3,lin. 1s, for, begit, read bey it. Pag 4.lin.zt. 
for, z.Cor.2,rcad 1.Cor 7. Pag, 7. lin. 20, and 21, 
for,was in honour, &c. read, 151n honor and at 
his end: at his end in reſpeRt of purulhment: burre» 
maineth in glorie. 

E. Pag. 13- lin 24. for, others belceue it ſhould: 
read, but that other croſſes ſhould 

_ F. Pag 9. 27. for, Conſtiante, read Conſtan- 
anc. 
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A briefe Treatiſe of the 
vertue of the ( roſſe, and 


the manner how to 
Worſhip it, 


Hen I conſider the diffe« 
rences , which at this daye 
F arcin the Chriſtian church, 
the conference which our 
Saviour lefus Chriſt had 
with the woman Samaris 
raine, inthe 4. of S.lobn. ver, 22, may ve 

well be called to remembrance, Toy (ſaid 
he to the Samaritaine) worſhip yee know net 
what : Wwe Lewes worſhrp that Which we know, 
So that ſecing on the one fidethe juſtice of 
God diſcouers it ſelfe in ſuch as loue ſhad- 
dowes better then trueth , haue pluoged 
chemſclues of long time, and yet wade fur- 
ther morc and more i A : and - 


A Treatiſe of the 
the c6trarie part, bis mercie ſhines on ſuch, 
whoſe eyes it pleaſeth him to vnſeale, that 
they may behold he ſtrength oftruth made 
manifeſt, we may by good reaſon reioyce in 
our ſelues, and ſay, that being of this latter 
number, we worſhip what we know, be- 
cauſe God himſelfe ſpeaking toys in his 
word, makes vs therbyto haue knowledge 
of him, 

Nowe on the contrarie fide , whereas 
they of the RomiſhChurch erroniouſly led, 
or perhaps by ſimplicitie,confirmed therin 
through ignorance,and carried onely with 
ſelf. wild obſtinacie, worſhippe that whet- 
of they bur preſume, and haue (indeed) no 
"abs ds of atall, For ſceing that in the 
moſt part of their ſeruice , there is nothing 
elſe contained bur humaine traditions, it is 
moſt euident, that there can likewiſe bee 
nothing beſide but opinion: that is to ſay, 
waucring and doubtfull thoughts , tending 
either topgood or cuill, & vnconſonant or 
diſagreeable to God . And fince it is ſo, 
that where there is nofaith , there can be 
no certainetie $ it muſt needes follow , that 
in whatſocuer they introduce, there can be 
no aſſurance,conlidering therein is no faith 
contained. 


ade 
cein 
urrer 


vertae of the croſ. 
contained. But let vs goa Inle further,thoſe 
things which haue nether faith nor certain= 
tic, muſt needs bee matters much diſplen- 
ſing toG»od, beeauſe whatſoever is done 
without faith, is ſinne, Yernotwitt. ſtanding 
ſeeing it hathpleaſed God to giue vs ſuch 
grace, asto hold his worde in price and e-* 
ſtymation , adaichngour ſelues wholly ro 
the leruice thereof, as neither ſpeaking or 
thinking any thing, but what is therein vr» 
tered and prefcribedro vs, that wee might 
embracerthe verie leaſt particle therin con- 
tamed, wee may ſay and ſpeake it by good 
right, that we knowe, nawely by a knowe- 
ledge more firme, then are all the ſciences 
and demoattrations induced by humaine 
ſence or diſcourſe « For our faith beeing 
crounded on the woorde of God, holdeth 
more ftrictly the all cl{c in the world befhde 
can do; itis ire and Hable, ſabiet rono 

kinde of alteration whatſceuer. Following 
then the contents of this word, we beleeue 
in our hearrs, & contefl e withour mouths, 
that God only isto be ſerucd & honored, & 

thatthe ſeruice due to his Maicthe , ought 

tobe giuen according to his good pleaſure 


& ordenance. 
B 2 Now 


' A Treatiſe of 
Now the manifeſt will of God concerning 
this poinc, is, that wee ſhould worſhip and 
ſeruc him in ſpirit and trueth,according to 
S.lebn the 4.ver.24.and therefore not one 
he ought we to reietthe auncient iudai- 
call ceremonies , bur all other beſide , that 
offer themſclues ouer and aboue the worde 
of Godiinthe Chriſtian Chutch, for it were 
no point of reaſon,to forſake thoſe ceremo« 
nies inſtituced by God: neuertheleſle, in re 
garde they were toendure bur for a certaine 
time onely, and then afterward grew fafte- 
ned cothe manners of men,and were accep- 
tedor neglected after theiropinions, Such 
( for the molt parte are thoſe , which the 
Romaine Church practiſeth in inuocation 
on deceaſed Saintes , the Images of God 
and of thoſe Saintes , the adoration of the 
Croſle,and ſuch like : which haue no other 
foundation, but onely mens vanitic and no 
veritie, Now we intend not at this preſent” 
to ſpeake of other points, for they ate a 
pointed and ſhall be(God willing) handled 
elle where in ample manner : but this in- 
Nant occaſion impoſeth a neeCefull raske, 
to ſpeake of inſupportable abuſe commit« 
ted by then , concerning the Croflego the 
ende 
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the vertue of the Croſce. 
ende all men may learge how to furniſhe 
them (clues againſtthe poyſon of idolatrie, 
which the deuill comes to yomire foerth 
againe in this time of necre neighbour» 
hood, furthering his purpoſe with the iug- 
lings of diuers his inſtruments , who by 
wordes and writing,labour to rebuilde vp 
idolatrie againe, as the walles of Jericho, 
which notwithRanding , by the ſound of 
Gods trumpets are fallen,aad thatby good 
numbers in theſe quarters, 

We conſider that they who broughthi. 
cher & diuulged thoſerwo wrizings, which 
they ſend flying abroad in forme of Pla- 
cards,doubred not to greeue & make many 
good Chriſtians among vs ſhed teares : for 
whatis he, whobeholding the follies,abſur- 
dities and idolatrics in them contained, that 
can refraine from lamenting , ſeeing the 
ſonne of God diſhonored, a-number of 
ſoules withdrawne from true chriſtianitie, 
& aninfinite multitudeto fortific theſelues 
in ignorance and falſhood? Yet this lamen- 
ration marcherhnoralone for we accopany 
it with our daily hghes and prayers,drawne 
#6 the entire depth & botrom of our harrs, 
tothe onely true Ds —_—_— 
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© ATreatiſeof 

of him that was crucified , dyed for our 
finnes,and roſe againe for our juſtification: 
that hee will contirme in histrueth, ſuch as 

@t pleaſed him alreadie to call thereto, and 
withdra we from errour , thoſe wheome the 
fille preachers of idolacric labour to blinde 
therewith. 

\ Firſtthenitisto be noted , that the word 
Croſle ſignifieth ſomer:i me a kinde of 11b- 
bit, which inelder times they vied forthe 
preateſt and moſt infamous malefactours, 

. Fometirne ic _—_ the  puniſhmenr, 
which thoſe oftendours were to endure. In 
the hiſtoric of our redemption , theſe two 
hgnifications are oftentimes found . For, 
whenit is (aid, that Chriſt caried the croſle, 

.and was faſtened thereon: it is ealie to be* 

-garthered, thas it was the Crofle of wood he 

bare, and that thereto hee was nayied and 

faſtened, In like manner , when ic is laid, 
{ loſe 1 081.20, That by the blood of the Creſſe 
of Chrift , our peace 15 made : it cannot bee 
doubted , bur that theſe wordes haue refe+ 
rence to thoſe ſufferings, which it pleaſed 
4he ſonne,of , God toendure for vs, 1 his 
diltintion being well obſerued, wee ſhall 
the more cahilic and Chriltianhe detcre 


mine, 


the vertue of the croſſe. 
mine , the matter handled in thoſe plas 
cards. For if by the word Croſle, the death 
and paſſion of Chriſt is ynder{tood : it will 
follow by the confeſſion of all true Chriſti- 
ans , that the yertue of that Croſſe is ſuch, , 
as is no way to bee comprehended by the 
vnderſtanding of men nor Angels . For it 
is the Croſle and death of Chrilt Jeſus, that 
witneſſeth the loue which God beares to 
hisele&, which Lowe paſſeth al underſt and- 
ing , faith Saint Paxle, Philips. 4. vere 7+ In 
this Croſſe is our life, light, health, defence, 
firength, ioy, perfeRion, and our all what- 
ſoeuer: for there is no good or hope for vs 
elſewhere , butin the Croſle of our Lorde 
Icſus Chriſt, Heereof may wee ſaye with 
S. Paule, Galat. 6. ver«14. God forbid wee 


ſhould glorie in any thing , but in the Croſſe of 


our Lord Ieſus Chriſt , whereby the worlde 54 
crucified to vi.and we to the World, wherevp+ 
pon,the ſame $. Pan ſaith, 1, (or-1,ver-25, 
T hat be deſired to know nubing but Chriſt 
Teſus and him crucified, 

Butifbyahe worde Croſle,we vnderſtand 
the wood or libbit, whereon the ſonne of 
God was hanged forthe finnes of the ele, 
we may boldly ſay, that wee finde no teſti- 

B 4 ryonie 
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A Treatiſe of the 
monie in the word of God, written by the 
Prophets & Apoſtles, nor any examples or 

bicof cheirs, that either may or ought 

duceys, toattribute any vertue to the 
wood it ſelfe, For albeit wee doubt not of 
Gods omnipotencic, to whom nothing is 
impoſſible; yet ought weeto conceiue of 
this almighrinefle, by chat which appeares 
to ys of his owne will, according to that in 
the 11 5, Pſalme. God hath done all whatſote 
wer bins pleaſed, Then ſafely 'may wee cone 
clude, thatGod had no will ſuch vertue 
ſhould be adherent ro the wood or crofle of 
hes ſonne : for then hee woulde doubtleſſe 
haue witneſſed the ſame by his word, As» 
mong true Chriſtians, w hatſoeuer isnot 
written inthe worde of God, is helde as a 
matter of no eftate or beeing, as wee may 
gather from the 7,to the Hebrues, verle 3, 
where it is ſaid, T hat e Melcbiſedech Was 

Without father, without mother,C5c. for this 

goly reaſon, becauſe the ſcripture no where 

at all ſpeaketh of his father or mother ; al- 
though it be moſt certaine,that hehad a fa« 
ther & mother like to other men. Of the 

Croſſe weread,that Ieſus Chriſt carried it, 

ſo likewiſe did Simon the father of Rufus 


beare 


vertue of the eroſre; 
beare it; that Teſus went out ofthe cittie of 
Jeruſalem bearing it, that it was broughe 
to the mount of Caluerie, where it was pree 
pared, Ieſus nayledthereon , and likewiſe 
the inſcription, /eſus of Nazareth king of the 
7ewes, that thereon Teſus had his fide pear 
ced, rendred yp his ſpirit thereon, and when 
night came, that the bodie of Ieſus was ta- 
ken downefrom the croſſe: ouer and beſide 
theſe poynts, we read nothing whereby ap+ 
pearcth, that God was willing to foreſtall 
idolatrie, which neuerthelefle Sathan wold 
needes bringintothe world, For as he had 
no will, that the Sepulchre of AMoy/er, 
ſhould be knowne: ſo1s there not any wit- 
neſſe recorded, that God was willing his 
ſonnes crofſe ſhuld haue any notice among 
men, for to ſay that it was kept, orenterred 
intheplace where it had beene erected, 
which was, as oneſ aith, the place where 
Adam was buried, this hath no ſemblance 
ofany certaintie,forif we ſhall beleeue our 
elders, Adam was buried in Hebron, & not 
neere Jeruſalem, Likewiſc, ſeeing the Diſ+ 
ciples & Apoſtles of Ieſus Chriſt, were ſcat« 
tered at his death,& that after higaſcention 


they were prohibited to ſpeake _— 
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AT reatiſe of the 
Teſus Chriſt, that they were made priſoners 
and ſcourged : that Saint Srepben was ſto» 
ned:that great perſecuti6 was inthe church 
of /eruſalem: and ſoon after that, Jeruſalem 
was brought to totall extremitie andruine; 
what apparance can there bee, that this 
croſle was hidden and honoured by them 
that followed Chriſt Ieſus? Inlike maner, 
we reade not any where that the Diſciples 
and Apoſtles of Teſus,did ever recommend 
thiscroſſe ; and yet they ſaid in the x 3. of 
the Hebrues,veric 13. Let v1go foorth after 

{«ſus ont of the campe, bearing his reproach. 
And Chriſt himſelfe ſaid: Fat whoſorucr 
would be hi; Diſciple, muſt take vp his croſſe & 
follow him, Math. 16, verſe 24+ And as for 
that where he ſaith, the enemies of Chriſt 
haue gone aboutto aboliſh his croſle, and 
yet they could not do it, ſuch wouldlighte 
darkeneſle by darkneſle, For where one re- 
ports, that they endeuoured to burne the 
crofle jj 18 alcogither yncertaine : Another 
maintaines, they threw it into the ſea, how 
canthat hold, whe Jeruſalem was not a ſea- 
bordering cittie?Perhappes chen (faich he) 
they rooke painest© bring it to the porte of 
{«pber, which is diſtang from the ſaid Cirtie 


vertne of the Croſſe. 
about two daies journey: but heereinitis to 
be doubted likewiſe. 

Andconcerning what others hane ſaide, 
that the ſelfe ſame enemies of Cherilt, sfrer 
al cheſs other crials to deltroy the crofle,d! d 
laſtly (yer cunningly)bunic it verie deep in 
the earth, and wich it, the images of Venus 
and Adonis: who would not yucrly reiect 
this fable, ithe but cofader, what hatred the 
Jewes bare toal kinde of Images? Can ic a- 
ny wayſeeme likely,that rbey whichrclilt. 
ed the Romaine Gouernors, yea the Eme 
perour of Rome himlelf, not permitting the 
Eagle, . which wasche Romainces Enl1yne, 
ſhould bereceiuedintothe cictie of Jerſe- 
lem, ottering thembclues to all daungers 
whacſoever , racherchen to ſuffer ſuch a 
banoer:be diſplaide among them: that they 
otſoſtearienature, wauld make or earch 
for the images of Hens 4nd eAdyny , to 
make icſtruechem'for ſuch a pu-pole?Such 
reckomngs do indeed ſxeine noocherwile, 


-butonely to. annihilate- the vertue of whe 


crofle of Chriſt, 


The holy Hiſftorie enftructs vs in fs bet- 
ter manner, what wasto be vnderttood by 


Wes enemies to the croſte of Chrilt; ascheir 
reiccting 


A Treatiſe of the 
reieQing the ing of the Goſpell,and 
perſecuting the that ſaid they were Chriſts 
Diſciples, not ſuffering him to be named a« $- 
mong them, Acts. 4. and g. And as for vs, {ef 
| we ſay, that the paſhon and vertue of Teſus vel 
| Chriſt, ought to beſought for in himſclfe, 817 
1 and not ina tree of wood, If yee obietthe Ne 
u linnen cloaths and handkercheifes of Saint cel 
Paxl, Aets. 19, verie 12, the anſiwere is ca» be 
fie: rhat god was willing by thoſe miracles by 
(1 to honour the Apoſtleſhip of Saint] Paul, ſuf 
1 co the end that ſuch as never ſawe his face, wy 
mighryetbe perſwaded ofhim , and that ye 
God had authorized ſuch miracles by him, he 
as beeſng the true ſeruaunt of Ieſus Chriſt, uit 
Bur heere is the whereon wee ſtand, on 
to wit, that thoſe miracles are tefinfied by fo 
the word of God : which camnot fo be ſaid ſu! 
ofthe woode of the crofſe of Chriſt , the ſer 
ſcripure not making any mention thereof, WP 
For it is molt certaine,that if God had plea- vi 

{i ſedto work by ſuchan inftrumeror means, th 
| the ſpirit of would not have beene fi» | #: 
lenttherein: the rather making menrion of ſc 
things concerning the ſeruant, doubtleſle 
he would neuerhaue forgotten the maiſter. le 
It ſecmes maſt cuident, if it amy vn 


C0 


vertne of the eyoſie, 
otherreaſon, but that God would not limit 
men to ſuchearthly thinges, as likewgſe $, 
Paxl hath taught vs by his example, 2, (or. 
$-vcric 16. T hat we onght net to know (iſt 
7eſur after the fleſh, And tothe (oloſtran:5 . 
verſe 15. We ſerne God in ſpirit, glarifying vs 
in Chriſt feſus, not beleening atall in the fieſh» 
Now betore wee paſle any further, itis ne- 
ceſſarie to declare in this place, what is to 
be vnderſtood by thefigne of the crofſe. If 
by the wordcrofle , wee ynderftande the 
ſufferings which the ſonne of God endu- 
red, bothin ſoule and bodie, as Efaye 5 5+ 
verſe 3, Being filled with ſorrowes, and full of 
heauinefſe in ſoule,euento the death, as ha 
oa ner the cup of Gods anger, wher. 
on he cried, My God, my God,Yoby haſt thos 
forſaken me? it is moſt cerraine, that ſuch 
ſuffermgsexceede repreſentation, For our 
ſence cannot comprehend the: but by faith 
we ynderſtand, thatthey were infinite and 
vnſpeakable.Therfore we ſayin our Creed, 
thac wee beleene Chriſt Ieſus did ſuffer, thet 
be ws crucified, dead, and buired, that be de- 
ſeended into belt: all theſe then beeing ya- 
ſperkable,muft needes be hkewiſc arepre« 

leatable. 
Bur 


A Treatiſe of 
Burif by the worde Crofle, wee vnder- 
lard the wood, wheron the ſonne of God 
oftered himſelte a facrihce to his Father, 
for the propitiation of our finnes: itis caſe 
then tobe painted or figured, yer ſuch afi- 
gurecan be bur the portraite of thoſe in» 
ſ{iruments, wherewith the hangmenwere 
furniſhed rororment ourl.ord and Sauiour 
Jeſus Chriſt : if then thoſe inſtruments can 
haue no vertue in them, that which is but 
the image thereof muſt needes haue much 
leſſe. Nowe it is moſt apparent , that the 
wood had no yertue init,but what was na- 
eurall,neither could the Tewes give it any, 
for themſclues had none, but a readines to 
cuill dooing : why then it remaines, thatit 
je can haue any at all, itmuſt be by rouching 
the body of our Lorde Iefus Chriſt . But 
how fuch touching could confer any grace 
tothe wood, weare not able to ſaye, be- 
cauſe ns hathbeene declared ) itis nor ex- 
prefſed inthe worde of God : why then we 
may likewiſeafhrme , that thoſe lippes of 
Judas which kifled Telus,the hands of them 
that fayde holde on him, led, bufteted,nai - 
led and crucifhed him , received likewiſe 
ſome yeitue from hin, Which being niolt 
abſurde, 


verthe of the Croſie. 
abſurde, much more is it thento ſay :thit 
wood hauing no life,by a meere touch on» 
ly, ſhould bee ſuſceptible of holinefſe and 
yertue : for if ſuchyertue had been giuen to 
the Croſſe of wood, becauſe Chrift ſuffcred 
thereon, like vertue would haue beene be. 
ſtowedon them, by whome he ſuffered. For 
they were thoſe, which ſhould per forme what 
the defined (ounſell of God had before deter 
mined, Attes 4. ver 28. Norare ſuch alle« 
gations worthy receiuing, innoting (ome 
difference in diflemblable1inſtumentes, to 
wit : that /udarand the Iewes could be bad, 
andyertthe Croſſe not. For euermore this 
is to be graunted, that if the touching drew 
vertue and ſanctity toir, cheefely becauſe 
it was as the Alter for ſacrifiing the Saut. 
our of the worldet it ftandeth not with 
reaſon , that the Croſſe being a life-lefle 
thing, could bee endued with vertue and 
ſanctity, ſooner then men liuing and moo« 
uing, Hence then eafily may bee derined, 
that if the Croſſe of wocd could not re- 
ceie any vertueor holinefle : the figne or I- 
mage therof{(doubtleſſe) was farre lefſe ca- 
pable of ſuch grace. And this isthe reaſon, 
why Saint Pazle attributed all the ww 
0 


AT reatiſe of | 
of the Crofle,to the word,and not vnto the 
hgne thereof, when he ſaid, 1,Corinth.r. 
ver 18. The preathing of the Croſie , is the 
polver of God,to vr which are ſaued. For God 
enſued his Church by his worde , and 
the fignes and Sacraments inſtituted by 
him , which Sacraments could not bee $a- 
craments ,cxceptthe worde of God were 
vnited with them: according as S, Auguſtin 
ſaith,T he worde is cenioyned 10 the Element, 
and then it 11 made a Sacrament. | 

Secing then the figne of the Crofle ,ne+ 
uer was ordayned by God, and that neither 
the worde of God , nor the hiſtoric of the 
Paſſion & Crofle of Chriſt , haue made any 
.mention of ſuch vertue in the igne 2 wee 
ought not ſtretch our wit beyond the wiſ+ 
dome of God : for to outſtep the limittes 
| by God, istocate the fruitefor - 

idden by God,andtotempr Godby bold 

preſumption. " 

Likewiſe it is infallible , that God neuer 
workes by ſole figures or carracters ,for in 
things naturall,the vertue proceedeth from 


the eſſence and qualitie of themſclues = | 
e 


things ſupernaturall,God helpes him-ſe 
by exiraculous yerwe, not faſtened ” the 
g2e 


* ierixe of the croſſes; 
ſigne or figute. Nor do oF a6 ahen 
Iefas Chriſt wrought his miracled , he did 
them by Carraters, but that he ſpake, and 
impoſed his handstheroo,and his Apoliles 
did che ſame, When our Saujour raiſed Las 
z4rs he cryed with a lowde voice. Come 

feorth Latarus, Tohn 11. ver.45. WhenS. 
Peter healed the lame Cnpple, he ſaid, Fe 
the name of Ieſut Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe vp 
and \valke; Aces; .ver,6. When he raiſed 
Tabitba,hef, aid: Dany beer,? ſay to thes ariſe: 

bur we read notthar hee vicd any (igne df 
carrier.” We are tioc ignorant, that divers 
of olde haue ſpokeri ot the ligne of ah& 

Croffe, and of the vertue thereof; bur'ir 

was not with any ſuch intention, or tothe 

end which at this day is prerended,for they 
vſed it as a publique profeſſion, and con- 

{efſion of theit Chriffianitie \ Whether it 

were in private or publique. For becauſe he 

rr were great and greeudus, the 
hriſtians would not diſcouer themlſelues 


but to their Chriſtias bretheren : & Tathey 


" knew eachother bythar Gene, and would 


to one anather makethe crofſe ,whuch de- 
claredthem to be of bne and the fame reli- 
gion it Chuiſtjanitie, 

| C On 
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On the other (ide, alchough the Pagans 
made a mocke of the croſſe of Chriſt , ſay 
ing,it was fooliſhnefle to belceue and hope 
in one who was crucified & dead: yet not. 
withſtanding,the Chriſtians (knowing thar 
all our gloric conlifterh but in the Croſſe 
of Icſus Chriſt , wherein is the great pow- 
er and wiſedome cf God , with aflurance 
of health toall beleeuers) would ſhew that 
they were not aſhamed thereof , bur made 
openly the ſigne , to witneſle , that they 
were the crofled Knights , that is to fay, 
the diſciples and followers of Ieſus Chriſt, 
Heereto may bee attributed that which 
Saine Chriſoftoms ſpake,in his ſecond Ho- 
milic on the Epiſtle to the Romaines , 1f 
tbox heareft any one ſay » Woorſhippeſt thou 
one crucified ? nexer bet aſhamed thereof nor 
e&/t doVone thy lookes tothe ground: but glerie 
and reioyce in thy ſelfe , awonching confeſrion 
thereef , With free locker and bolde comme« 
nance, 

Saint Augufine in his gight Sermon on 
the Apoſtles words, Chap.3. The wiſe of 
this worlde, ſaith he, affazle 15 concerning the 
crofſe of Chriſt, and ſay : What under ſtandin 
haxe you,to worſhip a crucified God? We wil 
thus 
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the vertue of the croſſe 
thus anſwere them, We bane no parte of your: 
wndir anding, Wee are not aſhamed of Chyiſt + 
7eſns nor bis Croſſe : We fixe it on dir fore=.; 
heads , which is the ſeate of ſhamfdſtneſſe; 
there doe We place ut ,euen there , lo gue ths 
ſtance , that in the place where ſhame appea+ 
reth,it bring there fixed, We ſhall nener thereof + 
be 4 ur ny 
ut the ſane Saint eLurwuſtine handleth 
another cauſe, in the booke hee wade as 
Catechiſme for the vnlcarned, Chap. 206 
namely , that the Chriſtians defired in-{o 
dooing ,to imitate the aftionof the 7/rae* 
ktes, before theyr departure out of e£grprt- 
forastt:ey gned their doore paſtes wal 
the blood of the Paſchall Lambe , cueriſc ' 
the Chriſtians would bee ſigned oa their: 
forchcads; the wordcs of Saint Auguſte 
are theſe, T be paſiion of Chrift was moſt 
plainelre figured by this people ; when they: 
Were commazuded to kill A [heepe , and Tv, 
eare it , and to marks with the blond ” 
thereof the deores of their habitations,Nowy, 
the Prophet maniſefilye ſpeaketh of var. ? 
Loxpe Ilzsvs: Curisr , that hee 
Vas ledde as a Sheepe tothe flaughters ' 


and thou oughtelt at this day to b= figne& 
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ifthe forebead , asthe doore of thy hearts 
moſt noted dwelling , with the figne of his * 
crofle and paſſhon. Which is confirmed by 
the ſaying of Lattantius , in his 4, booke 
oftrue wildome, at theendof the 26,chap, 
The forehend (faith he) is the doore of a mans 
widerſtanding , and the ouertbwart ariſing 
there of the blood , hath ſome ſignification of 
the Croſſe. How eurr it be, this was a mat- 
cer brought in by imitation and exarmple of 
the Lewes , and not by commaundement: 
neucrthen ſhould any foundation be made 
on-mens examples , but on genera!l rules 
drawne fromthe commandement of God. 
The ?/raclitet had commaundement from 
God, ro do what they did vpontheir dwel- 
lings: bur the Chriſtians were neuer com 
maunded to ſigne themſclues on the fore- 
head, In like manner, it hath proceeded 
froma moſi pernitious crrour, firft borne 
by ſimpliciue, encreaſed afterwarde by ig- 


norance, and at this preſent debated by * 


ſelfe-wilde obftinacie : ro attribute ro the 
Croſſe of wood, what onely is proper to 
himerucified thereon . In breefe , ſeeing 
Gad onelyis theauthour of all goodneffe, 


rohim onely ought be aſcribedallthe gook 


and 
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the vertue of the crofſe. 

and welfate that can be receiued:for albeie 

he conferreth his giftes and graces in this 
manner,and by ſuch inftrumenes as arcbeſt 
liking to him , yec is it but our dutie , 6 

ſceke after his will in his inſtitution , and 

not elſewhere: otherwiſe,it is a fordging of 

a God and areligion to our ſelues,and thas 

by very bolde preſumption, oats 

Now it cannot bee denyed , but many 
meruailous things haue beenc doone vnders 
the name and ligne of the Crofle: alcbough 
ithe likewiſe as certaine ,chat che greater 

arte of them leftto bee read, hath beene 
[.cencioullic maintaynedand inuented.Fog ) 
who will not count this as a fable , when / 
hee reades , thata Maiden eating a Let- 
tice, and not making the figne of the 
Croſſe thereon , ſwallowed downe a de4 4 
uill? That a conuerted brother , drinking 
+ Cup of Wine,and not vſing;the ſaid hgne ( 
of the Croſſe,was likewiſe poſlefled with | 
a Devill > With infinite other ſuch 1e+ 

6. 

Saint Pas! telleth vs , That mates are 
fanttified to 5 by the worde of God and pray- ) 
&; Tim. 4, ver. 5. That is toſay, wemay / ,4 
viethem witha goodconſcience,when we ( 
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. \ receivethem with prayer and thankes gi 


«7 
. 


} 


| uing,nor ſpeaking of thefigne ofthe croſle, 


or any ele befide ; but howſocuer it be,we 
muſt ſtill come ro this pointe;if that which 
is doone, hath approbation and warrant 
from God or no. For God hath permitred 
divers times, himſclfe to bee teigned in 
things,which yet he gaue no warrant to: 49 
infinite effects Jong'lince happened by the 
Oracles , whichare ſo aungiently recorded 
of, Butwhen ſuch things bappen, faith Moy- 
Fr, Deur,1r3.ver.3. (Retking ofthe viod 
gious effects of the falſe Prophets )ebe Lord 
your God prooueth you, to knowe Whether yee 
foie the Loyd your Ged , With all your beart, 
and With all your ſouls. Foritſuffiſerhnorto 
fay , ſuchthings ſhall happen: bur ic muſt 
be knowen, whether God be the Authour 
oftnem, arid whether theyrend co the fal- 
uation of men', -and glorie of God or no, 
Forifit be any thing | how lirtle ſocuer, di- 
rectlie or indirecthe , abating the glorie 
duc onelie to God : therule is gen vs,that 
we muſt flieall things wkich haue appea- 
raunce of cuill , Wee muſt likewits be- 
wareof Sathansſleights, who dooth like to 
them (as one faith ) which teach? the wa 
| on Wa 


the vertur of theevoſſe. 
onward, by going backward, For he durſt 
neuer bee ſobolde, tothruſt himſclfe into 
the Chriſtian Chnrch , by che knowled 
of [eſas Chriſt crucified onely : but publi- 
ſhing the praiſes of the Croſſe, hee hath 
made woode, ones, and'paintings com» 
panions with Chriſt Tefus, defacing quite 
che ſpirituall ſeruice of God , introducin 
carnall faſhions, ſanouring” rather x 
Paganiſme then Chriſtianitie , Seeing 
therefore all power , yertue and dominion, 
appertaines onely to him that fits ypon the 
rhrone, we ought to ſee him not injuriedin 
the leaſt part of kis right: bur likewiſe, if it 
may be, toengraue 11 mens harty, a more 
deepe confideration'of the dzathand paſ- 
fion of our Lord Teſs Chrift, © * 

At the beginning, of the Goſpels prea- 
ching, GOD ſometimes would haue it 
knowne by extraordinarie meanes : wher- 
fore, if then irpleaſed him ro expreſle his 
goodneſle in ſuck forte to his choſen , it 
ought to breacknowledged , and his gra» 
cious ſupport to bee thankefully refems» 
bred, 

But if it hath pleaſed him, that ſuch as yer 


ſee ſlenderlic become more blinde,or 
C 4 indeed 
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indeedralcogether Rarke. blinde : it ought 
to be reckoned as his iudgement, and ſa 
to bee obſerued for a trueth , for trueth is 
not cructh, except it bee ſa quite through- 
out, And Cocke with Nawuanzen , ifs 
precious ſtane looſe bis yalueyby reaſon of fome 
crack or unſightlic flawe : it is not tobe daub» 
red,but that the puritie of Chriſtian doftrine, 
Will be much impaired by the ming ling or. lea» 
wen of erronious teaching, , pa ar ro the 
fegne or figure , the vertne of bum , \pho would 
bane his Croſſe fixed in our bearts , and not 
ryed to our habits,or planted either in ficldes or 
Cutties...., 

Theſe matters firſt heere noted, haue vr- 
ged vs tg refolue ſuch allegations, asare 
contayned in che firſt-placard , the Title 
whercof. is: Of chayertueofthe Crefſe, The 
intent whereof is, to ſew that the materi« 
all ſigne of the Crafſe, hath many great 
and goodly vertues : where contrarywiſe, 
all true Chriſtians doo maintayne ,that all 
vertue and power ought to bee attributed 
to hiza crucified thereon, This propofiti- 
on is- vaderpropped with a place out of 
Exxche/the 9.v,4.zadby ſome other aun- 
cicatpaſlages : bur when the noms 
0 


vertue of the croſſe. 
of ſuch a building ſhall be diſcouered,it wil 
preſcatly appearehowe ealie itis to ouere 
throw what ſocuer is founded thereon, 
Now, to iudge rightly on this place, wee 
cannor doo beter then to ſet downe the ve« 
yooe of the Prophet,to the end we may 
rhereby be ledde tothe true ſence, In our 
language we deliuer it chus, word for word 
with che Hebrew text. Goe through the mid- 
deft of the Cirtie, enen through the mndde(} of 
leruſalem,end ſet a marke vpon the fore-beads 
of them that mourne and ſigh, for all the abbs- 
mination! that be done in the middeſt there« 
of 

In this ſence,andin the ſelfe ſame words, 
hath. the Greeke tranſlation yeelded 
them: as likewiſe S. Hierome noteth, that 
theſeuentie Ent ers, and Aquila, and 
Symmachushaue the ſelfe ſame, For 
as T has in Hebrewe fignifieth a marke or 
hene, andis taken fromthe word T baueb, 
chat is to ſay, to fignifie or deſigne: ſo true 
it is, that 7 heodotion and the vulgar enter 
pretation,haue held the word Thas,taking 
it materially, asit is ſpoken inthe Schooles; 
yet hereon many haue played atrheir plea- 
ſure,» For as the ſame Saint Hierome wri- 


cerh 


AT reatife of the 
writeth: Some haue ſaide, that by the letter 


Thau, which ir rhe laſt ofthe Hebrew Al- | 


phaber, 1: ſignified ſuch as hawe perfett knows 
ledge. Other ſay, that by the ſame letter, the 
law is vnderſtood, which in Hebre\v 5: called 
Thorah,of which word the firſt letter 1T han, 
And finally, the ſame Saint Hiereme , lea» 
uing the Carracter vied by the Propher, 
ſcarched the Samaritaine Carrafters, and 
faith, that Thaw among the Samaritaines, 
hath the reſemblance of a croſle, but yet ke 
fers not down at all the figure of this Thu 
of the Samaritaines, Wherefore, he percci« 
uing that this ſaying of his wold be further 
ſerchedinto,addes imediatelyaftewardsan 
otherexpolitis to wit 2A: the letter T hau is 
thelaft in rhe Alpbabetyruen ſotherby ir repre 
ſented thoſe gaod prople, breurg the remnant of 
the mulritude of the eus{liners.Bur admit the 
letter Thas,to be figured after the Hebrew 
Carracer, orthe Samaritaine Carracter by 
one onely figure: yer isit cahe tobe ſcene, 
that it hath a veric {leaderreſemblance to 
an entirecroſle, 
Forthe Hebrew Carracter ismade thus, 
Hh and che Samaritaine after this manner, 


«, which is notthe trucfigure of a _ 


vertue of the croſſh. 
for it wantes that part aboue , where 
che writing was faſtened, or title of the 
croſſe, as Lypſins hath well noted, in the 
tenth Chapter of - his firſt bookeof the 
crolle, 

That ifthe worde Thas bad beene writ 
ten With bis Conſonentes and tne vowel, 
as 4t this day itirvead in the Hebrewe text, 
in this manner, \ then it would haute much 
l:ſſe reſemblance, But after the word,, let 
v3 now cone to the ſence, 

Fiſt of all, it appeareth by that which is 
recited in the cight & ninth chapters of E- 
x.echiell,” that all thereſpoken of , was re- 
preſentedina mentall' viſion, fo that the 
things were not really done indeed , In 
the Fond place,itisa matter moſt euider, 
that this Prophet was properly and parti- 
cularly prepared os furniſhed, againſt rhe 
Cirtic of eraſalems, and the execution ther- 
oftobe diſcerned, when the Babylonians 
had takenand raſedche Citic of Jeruſalem, 
leading ſome remainder of the people into 
capriuitie, ; 

It is: then beyonde reaſon , that 
this which was ſpoken for a certaine rime 


and place , and for certaine © perions! 
ſhould 


k.. 


AT reatiſe of the 
ſhould beturned- and aſſigned elſewhere, 
which neuer was the intention of the, ſpiric 
of God, that then ſpake by the mouth of E- 
zechiell, Moreouer it is no where to bee 
found, that euer the Iewes were marked 
with any marke in the fore-head wharſo. 
uer, and much lefſe by the crofle , which 
was a thing odiousand ignominious then a« 
mong all nations of the world : that death 
beeing curſed amongſt the Iewes, follow. 
ing whatis written in Dexter. 24.verlc 275. 
That he was accurſed, ho ſhonld bee bang ed 
on atreee, 

Now then, the erue ſence of this paſſage 
in Exzecbiell, is, thatGod declared , howe 
when this great iudgement ſhould be exer- 
ciſed onthe cittie of lera/alem, they onely 
were tp bee exempted , who ſhould bee 
marked by the ſpirit of God, Afeer this 
manner is ynderſtodde what is read-in the 
12, of Exodus,where the deſtroying Angel 
paſſed through the middeſt of Egypr , and 
ſlewe all the firſt borne of the Egyptians: 
but hee commaunded the Iſraclites ro put 
the blood ofthe ynblemiſhed Lambe for 
the Paſſcouer,on the poſts of their habitati« 

ons,tothe end whe the Angel ſhould paſle 


by, 


where, 
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vertue of the Croſte. 
by, hee might ſce the marke ofthe blood, 
and ſo paſſe on without offending the Iſra- 
elites, Likewiſe in the 7. of the epocalips, 


is mention made ofthoſe that were mar- 


| ked, who elſewhere are called the ele& of 


God,ot thoſe whom the Lord knowes and 
grauntsto be his, becauſe hee hath igned 
them with his ſeale, and, as the ſcripture 
faith, Written therr namer inthe booke of kfe. 
For as faith S, Paul, 2, (or. 1. verſe 21. 22: 
7t it be that bath annoynted v1, ſealed v1, and 
bath gizen the earneſt of bis boty ſperit in our 
hearts. 

God then declared to Fzechiel!, that 7e- 
r«ſalem ſhould be defiroyed by the Babylo- 
nians > but yet notwithſtanding, that hee 
would ſpare ſome ſmall number of them 
which feared him,and tnourned for the ini- 
quities of their fellow Citizens, In con= 
trarie ſence is that ſpoken in the Apocalips, 
16, verl[e 2, The Angell powred foorth his vy- 
all, and there fell agreetons and noyſome ſoars 
vppon the tyer,, woich had the marke of the 
beaft, ai much 7o lay, as the ſeruants of An. 
techriſte, Such i;the lively ſence of this 
place, as it is molt manifeſt ro ther who 
read it withiudgemenc, and withour part 

ele? 


 ATteatiſe of 
allitie: yet is it badly wrefted,- and ſo phi= 
flically applied by theſe fellowes , who 
would hereon build the figne of the erofle, 
v hcreof the Prophet neuer thoughtin all 
the paſſage, 

The ſecond foundation isa gathering of 
places from ſomeofolde times, confuicd- 
ly recited, and (tor the molt part) chaun- 
gedand altered, as it may appeare by that 
al:cagedof Saint Atharaſirs, for Sainte/{= 
tharaſius magnifying the vertue of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſaid, 7t appeared beerem, 
That although the Pagan: mocked «t his death 
and peſſion: yer the ſgne of the creſſe; endin= 
nocation on the name of Chriſt, thon/d Chaſe 
away denils, and make their dininations to 
ceaſe. But that which the placarde auou- 
cheth, neuer was ſpoken by Saint eAthe- 
naſ us,to wit, that God made great accennt 
of this Signe, and be cauſed it ro be ſerctold by 
the Þ» Xs. Exxchiell Notwithflanding we 
denie not,that roauthorize the reaching 
of the Goſpell,teietted asthen by the Pa- 
eans,wholretched then almoſt through 
the world : that God did many ORE. 
the name of Chizſt leſus crucified, And 
thas js it whichche ſame Arhanaſing decla- 
reth.in the beginning cf his booke againſt 
| Idols. 
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vertne of the Croſre, 
Idols. After the comming of the (roſſe, «li 
aderationts Images Was to be taken aWvay,and 
by that marke, all demilliſh deceites ſhould be 
chaſed avay , and the only Chrift worſhip- 
ped and bis Father knowmne , and thoſe 
which blaſphemed him, dayly confounded. By 
which woordes is witneſſed the vertne of 
Chriſt, acknowledged in his crofle , and 
notany naked ſigne: itis then Sophiſtrie to 
take ſeperately, that which was ſpoken 
ioyntlytogither. The ſecond-reftimonie is 
of Epipbanins, who ſpeaking of one Joſeph 
of T iberias, faith, he was made a Chriltan 
in thertime of Conſtantine, vocharmed from 
the furnace and chopping of chalke ; to 
build a Chriſtian temple in the Cittie of 
T tberias, Now we mult not fofli ghtly part 
from this tellimonie, becauſethe placarde 
intendsto prouc hereby, andin this exam 
ple of Joſeph : that the Chriſtjans encmies 
hauethemſeclues ſubmitted to the ligne of 
the crofle. As for this /o/eph of whome hee 
ſpeaketh,he was not an enemietothe chri- 
ians, becauſe he wasa Chriſtian,and buil= 
ded a temple vnto Chriſt:now hen iris ve« 
ry likeſy,thet whatſocuer was done hercin, 
mult needs befor the reaſo before named, 
to wit,if the charmewerediſcharged by the 


pawer 
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power of Chriſt Ieſus, it was thenthrough 
inuocation vpon his mightie name,and not 
by ary fillie naked figne, If ir happened by 
bad meanes, one charme tobe expelled by 
a counter charme, as one venom or poyſon * 
is expulſed by another, then God gaue eff1- 
cacie toerror, tothe end ſuch as would bee 
decciued ſo, might be,through their owne 
wilfu:neſle, 

The third is of Saint Gregorte, inthethird 
booke of his Dialogues,and ſeuenth Chap- 
ter, concerning a Iewe, whobeeingone 
night inthe temple of Apollo (where faith 
hee, many devils heldtheir counſell) hee 
made bur the figne of the crofſe,and ſo was 
warranted from any harme, Hee that in 
one word would ynwinde himſelfe out of 
this place, will ſay that ſuch Dialogues are 
bur Elled with verie frivolous toyes , Bur 
wee muſt bripg in amore ſound anſwere, 
which is, as hath been lately ſaid, that God 
did give the ſtrength of crrour ro Sathan, 
whereby to deceive men,and Sathan ſeeing 
himſelte driven from his Forte by: Tefus 
Chrift : ereRted another Forte agairift the 
fame Ieſus Chriſt , employing to ſuch pur- 
poſe the timplicitie of Chriftians in thoſe 
cumes, 
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the vertxe of the Croſe. 
times , whoſe eyes he beganne in ſuch ſort 
tohood-winke, that they mightno more 
cleazly (ſee into the pure ſeruice of God, 
Then afterward, when Pagan-idolatrie 
beganto decline day by day, by the brighe 
ſplendoure of true chriſtian dodtrine, then 
the deuill eps in with idolatrie, as greate 
or more daungerousin the midſt of Chri- 
Rtianitie : fo that the auncient Idols names 
were changed, but the things themſclues 
Mill continued, and in flying before from 
the crofle , hee hath done I:ke them that 
draw backe, to get more ground. For if e- 
uer heinuented a ſtrange kind of idolatry, 
it was this which he brought in about the 
crolle, Sathan finding an inſtrument in 
Chriſts ow ne houſe, wherewith to chaſe 
the ſame Chriſt our of it, if it were poſhible 
for him. 

The fourth is of Nazranzen, who reci- 
teth that /»lan the Apoſtara figured hime 
ſclfe with the croſle, when he ſaw himfelte 
loſt in an obſcure place by cuill ſpirits, 
whereto one might antweze as before: but 
I heare onerel me,tha: the exairple of ſuch 
a miſerable wretch, ought not be alleaged 
for eſtabliſhing any doctrin inthe church, 

D for 
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allitie: yet is it badly wreſled, and ſo phi- 
flically applied by theſe fellowes , who 
would hereon build the figree of the crcfile, 
vw hcreof the Prophetneucr thought in all 
the paſlage, 

The ſecond foundation is a gathering of 
places from ſeme of olde times, confuted- 
ly recited, anc (tor the moli pan) chaun- 
gedand altered, as it may appeare by that 
al:cagedof Saint Atharaſizs, for Sainte» 
th, waſius magnifying the vertue of our 
Lord Iefus Chriſt, ſaid, 7e appeared veer, 
That alth ob the Pagans mocked ot his death 
ardpeſſion: yer the fgne of the creſſe; «ndin« 
uecation on the name of Chriſt, ſhon/d chaſe 
away denils, and make their dininations ts 
ceaſe. But that which the placarde auou» 
cheth, neuer was ſpoken by Saint eAthe- 
neſs, to wit, that God made great account 
of this Signe, na be cauſed it to be ferctold by 
the Þ opler Exxchiell Norwithſlanding we 
denie not,that ro authorize the ocichicg 
of the Goſpell,reiefied asthen by the Pa- 
eans,whoſlretched then almoſt through 
the world :that God did many miraelesby 
the name of Chirſt Teſus cxucified, And 
thas js it which che fame Arhanaſings decla- 
rethin tie beginning cfhis booke againſt 
Idols. 
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vertne of the Croſre, 
Idols. After the comming of the (rofſe, «li 
adoration ts Images Was to be taken a\vey,and 
by that marke, all denilliſh deceites ſhould be 
chaſed avay , and the only Chrift worſhip- 
ped and bis Father knowne , and thoſe 
which blaſphemed him, dayly confounded. By 
which woordes is witneſſed the vertne of 
Chriſt, acknowledged in his crofle , and 
notany naked higne: it is then Sophiſtrieto 
take ſeperately, 'that which was ſpoken 
ioyntlyrogither. The ſecond reftimonie is 
of Epipbanus, who ſpeaking of one Joſeph 
of Tiberias, faith, he was made a Chriltaa 
in thetime of Conſtantine, vncharmed from 
the furnace and chopping of chalke ; to 
build a Chriſtian temple in the Citrtie of 
T tberi4s, Now we mult not ſoflightly part 
from this teftimonie, becauſethe placarde 
intendsto proue hereby, andin this exa m« 
ple of Joſeph : that the Chriſtians encmies 
haue themſelues ſubmitted to the figne of 
the croſle. As for this /oſeph of whome hee 
ſpeaketh,he was not an enemietothe chri- 
ians, becauſe he wasa Chriſtian,and buil- 
ded a temple vnto Chriſt:now then iris ve» 
ry likely,that whatſocuer was done hercin, 
muſt needs be for the reaſ6 before named, 
to wit,if the charmewerediſcharged by rhe 
power 
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power of Chriſt Ieſus, it was thenthrough 
inuocation vpon his mightie name,and not 
by ary fillie naked figne, If ir happened by 
bad meanes, one charme tobe expelled by 
a counter charme, as one venom or poylon ' 
is expulſed by another, then God gaue efft« 
cacie toerror, tothe end ſuch as would bee 
deceiucd ſo, might be,through their owne 
wilfu:neſle, 

The third is of Saint Gregorre, inthethird 
booke of his Dialogues,and ſeuenth Chap- 
ter, concerning a Jewe, whobeeingone 
night inthe temple of Apollo (where ſaith 
hee, many devils held their counſell) hee 
made but the figne of the crofſe,and ſo was 
warranted from any harme, Hee that in 
one word would vnwinde himſelfe out of 
this place, will fay that ſuch Dialogues are 
but filled with verie friuolous toyes , Bur 
wee muſt bring in amore ſound anſwere, 
which is, as hath been lately ſaid, that God 
did give the ſtrength of crrour to Sathan, 
whereby to decejue men,and Sathan ſeeing 
himſelte driven from his Forte by: Tefus 
Chriſt : ereted another Forte againft the 
fame Ieſus Chriſt , employing to ſuch pur- 
poſe the fimplicitic of Chriſtians in thoſe 
times, 
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the vertxe of the Crofre. 
times , whoſe eyes he beganne in ſuch ſort 
tohood-winke, that they mightno more 
cleazly ſee into che pure ſeruice of God, 
Then afterward, when Pagan-idolatrie 
begaato decline day by day, by the bright 
ſplendoure of true chriſtian dodtrine, then 
the deuill eps in with idolatrie, as greate 
or more daungerousin the midſt of Chrt= 
tianitie : fo that the auncient Idols names 
were changed, bur the things themſclues 
fhll continued, and in flying before from 
the crofle , hee hath done I:ke them that 
draw backe, to get more ground. For if e- 
uer heinue: ned a ſtrange kind of idolatry, 
it was this which he brought i in about the 
crolle, Sathan finding an inſtrument in 
Chriſts ov ne houſe, wherewith to chaſe 
the ſame Chriſt our of it, if it were poſſible 
for him. 

IThe fourth is of Nazeanzer, who recie 
teth that /»/zan the Apoftata houred hime 
ſelfe with the croſle, when he ſaw himfelte 
loſt in an obſcure place by evill ſpirits, 
wheieto one might antwere as defore: but 
I hearc one rel me,tha: the exatrple of ſuch 
a miſerable wretch, ought not be aileaged 
for eſtabliſhing any dodtin | in:he church, 
D for 
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for this were,as if one wold proueChriſt to 
bethe ſon ofthe liuing God, & alleage the 
words ſpoke by the deuil, laying, Thou art 
(brift the ſon of the liuing God,Math.8,verle 
29.Mark.5.verſe 7,To who our Lord im- 

oſcd filence, not willing ro haue him a 

reacherof truth,who was the very father 
of lies. In ke manner, they who by this 
deed of fu{janthe eApoftata, wold autho- 
rize the ligne of the croſle,miſtak thelſelucs 
too much, & ought ro know, that ſuch an 
example is no way allowable, As likewiſe 
isnot their imitatio, who not belceuing in 

God,nor in þ bleſſed Trinitie,place betore 
theſe names of God & the trinitie,the An« 
gels & Prophers:the beginning of the gol« 
pel according to S. Jobn, & make mightic 
ſignes of the croſle,for furthering their en» 
chanemers, Herchence it appeareth,ſeeing 
ſuch wicked enchanters & charmes, {crue 
thcirownturn with cuil means, which has 
ply are things no waies receiucablethereby 
we may wel {et down this coclufion. Since 
7ulianthe Apoſtaſta and ſuch like,madethe 
hgne of the crofle,& therby was ſuccored, 
as is ſaid:it is apparant, that this proceeded 

not of god, but only came fr6 Sathan, who 

would 


vertue of the c roſie, 
would more & more fold himinto ſuch de- 
ceits,xseut ſo appointedby the jult judge 
ment of god. For this caſe hapning extraor« 
dinarily,ſerued ſo much the more for con. 
foiiding the abhominable wrerch,as welin 
his coſcicce, as before mE,& god himſelf, 
The fift is of $.e Augnſtine,in his booke 
of 85 queſtions,queſtion 79. Bur thisreſti. 
monie is fal{ly alleaged, for it is not ſo read 
there,as the placard ſer it downe : but ra- 
ther in confirmation of that we haue deli- 
uered inthe rwolaſt witneſſes, yea, & chat 
expreſly: the words are theſe ffrbe wicked 
at any time obtaine ſomeWobat, by innocation 
#1 the higheſt Godt bey begit for their bad dee 
fires : and ſo this 11 nor grace totbems, but the 
vengeance of God, for the Apoſtle ſaid not in 
vaine,T bat God bad ginen oxer ſuch people to 
their s'tone hearts deſwres, For that Which 
our Lord ſaid, Sathan cannot caſt out Sa 
than , it not ts bee eſteemed falſe, when 
ary one bath caſt ont Sathan, tn vſing the 
names of ſome inferiour powers: but it hon 
bee underſtoode , that this was ſaid to this 
ende, albeit Sathan ſpare the bedie orthe 
corporallſence, be ſpares them but With ta 
rent tO rule over the Will, and with greater 
D 32 £/orie 
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| to triumph | by the error of impietie, 

heſe are the words of Saint eAuguftme, 
which properly appertaine to the prodigi« 
ous effects, many times happening abour 
the croſle, For Sathan fliesfrom the body, 
to the endce hee ny getentrance incothe 
ſoule, & cares not for troubling the corpo« 
ral ſcnce, becauſe he would raigne altogi« 
therinthe will , orratherin the defice, as 
faith the ſame S. Anguſtine, The fixt is our 
of the firſt booke of S. Auguſtine: confeſsi« 
ons, Chap. 11, yet impertinently alleaged, 
For there $, eAuguſtme declares noting 
elſe, but chat bremg as yet in bis mothers 
wombe,be Was marked With the marke of the 
creſſe of (ariſt Teſus , and ſeaſoned with 
bis ſalt. Thatisto (ay, thatbeeing the 
ſonne of a good chriſtian woman, he was 
deſigned to be aChriſtian,& to receiue the 
outward figne therof: agreeing with Saint 
Paul, 2.,Cor,z,verle 14, That the children 
of the farthſul are ſanttified, and the alliance 
with God is made tothem and their poſteritie 
#fter then. 

The ſcuenth is out of the booke called 
The viſitation of the ficke : whereto one 
anſweres,chac chat booke is falſely _— 

| ee 


the vertue of the ovoſſe, 
tedtoS. «Auguſtine, as ithath verie well 
beene noted of langtime by the learned 
Diuines, and not long ſince by the doors 
of Lowaine inthe impreſsion of S, Awgu- 
ſtmes workes, printed by Plantin at Ant= 
werp,the yere 1576. with priuiledge from 
the Emperor,the kings of France& Spaine, 
The eight is out of 1 30, Sermon de tens- 
pore, Bur that Sermon is hkewiſe none of 
Saint Auguſtines: but forged by ſome moe 
derne writer , as the ſame Dotion of Lo« 
Kaine haue alſo well notedin the ſelf-ſame 
iumpreſsion, Yer notwithſtanding, in that 
ſermon isno ſpeech vſed of the figne of the 
croſle: but there is ſaid, that the croſle ſhes» 
weth the combat of Chriſt and the reſu- 
res declareth the triumph of him which 
wein like maner auouch and maintaine, 
The ninth js out of the 12. booke a» 
gainſt Fauſtus the Manichean, Chap. 30. 
which place ſeruestoconfirme what wee 
haue alleadged,in expoſition of the words 
in Ezechiels 9, chapter, For Saint Auguftme 
makes an Antitheſis of what was done yn» 
der the law, and what hath happened yn- 
der the Goſpell, ſpeaking thus + Arrbe 
doores and ports of the Iſraclites dwellings, 
D3 were 
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Were marked withthebloud of the Paſchal. 
Lambe, tothe end their perdit ion might bee 
anoyded: ſo the people ſince are marked in the 
forehead with the ſigne of (brifts paſtion , 0 
the [ame intent: Which may as well be under« 
ftood of the bloudſhed, and all the ſufferings 
endured by our Lord 7eſur: yea, better and 
much rather, then of the bare ſigne of the 
croſſe. | 

The tenth is out ofthe booke entituled, 
the difference berweene the Church & the 
Sinagogue, which alleadgeth the ſame 
place of Ezechiels g.chepter before ſpoken 
of, That booke is none of Saint «Augu- 
ſtmes, neither carrieth teſtimonie of any 
good authour , but rather it ſeemes the 
compiler thereof, was ſome Courtier or 
Ciuillian,fo ſay the doftors of Leweme in 
the ſame impreſſion, 

The eleventh is drawne from the nine- 
teenth Sermon of the Saints : butthart Ser- 
mon is not (as hkewiſe theſe others) Saint 
Auguſtines, as appeares by the ſame Lo- 
uame Doors, the 9g. Tom, pag 700. 2+( + 
Therwelfch is out ofthe 22, of the atic of 
Crod,chap, 8, where itis ſaid, A certain L4- 
de of Carthage, waz healed of 8 cankye in ber 


breſt , 
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the vertue of the eroſſe. 
breſt, bauing bin warned before m her ſleep,ts 
be marked with ſign of the croſge,by the firſt 
baptiſd woman Which ſhould come before her. 
Butinthe ſame place itis likewiſe aide: 
that ſhe before prepared ber ſclfe for God one« 
ly, in deuoute prayer to bim: ro whom ſhee at- 
tributed ber healing, & not unto the ſigne the 
woman had made. For \t appeareth by the 
demaund made, how ſhee was cured, and 
the aunſwere is returned by the heathen 
PhiGtion in theſe tearmes, What a great 
matter hath Chriſt done, in bealing a cankye, 
When beconuld raiſe vp Lazarus,wbo had lien 
dead foure daies before? Tr is then to God 
onely, and notto the ſigne of thecroſle, 
that this healing is to be reputed. 
Thethirtcenth is our of the expoſition of 
36, Pſalme,in theſe words, ?n olde time of- 
fendours were crucified, now no more $5 cru 
cified: the creſre was in bonour , and to his 
ende, it Was at bus end, inreſpett of his puniſhe 
ment, but nos it remameth \pith him in glo- 
ry. The aunſwere is, that hee ſpeakes not 
of the {igne of the croſle, bur ſhewes how 
Princes and Monarches,hauing embraced 
Chriſtcrucified, did him honor,in ſubmit» 


ting to him their ſcepters & crowns, which 
they had 


a 
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had eſpecially prepared, in honour of his 
croſle and paſsion, wherot hereafter more 
ſhall be ſpoken. 

'- The feureteenth is taken from the third 
treatiſe on S. /obr, inthele words. If we be 
(briftians, wee will haue ſome fcelmg of le- 
ſus Chriſt. We will beare tn our forehead; the 
marke of him , Whereof wee Will not bluſh 4 
rote, if we beare it likewiſe in our bearts : the 
marke of him «s the bumilitie of biz, Wirth 

this teſtimonie wee wil ioyne , becauſe of 
the breuitie,al the other following, which 
are aboutten in number, and becauſe they 
very necrely jumpe all ith this heere ſpo- 
ken , that chriſtians hened themielues on 

the forcnead;,v.e will then acknowledge, 

that in times paſt,this cuſtome of higneing 

on tne forchead hath bin broughe in. By 
whom,or how,it matters not,for in things 

doubtful, as this is, it is beſt to followe the 
rule of Saint Athanaſius, If wee bee reſolued 

({aith hee) let vs make our recourſe ro the 

Sims, that 1s, tothe Apoſtles writings, who 

had more exatl knowledge of Enaxgelicall 

matters, then wecan haxe, Belide, it is cer» 
tain,that neither Ieſus Chriſt,nor his Apo- 


ſitles, haue made any mention atal therof: 
| if 


the verine of the craſſe. 
if it had beene a thing, either neceſſarie 
or expedient , there is no doubt bur they 
would haue done it . Wherefore wee will 
ſay with $. Hierome : That it 13 nothing elſe 
but prating when the Woord of God mare beth 
not before 14, Nor need we demaund, who 
hath done or ſaid this, heere or there : but 
what hath Chriſt Iefus infticuted , what 
hath his Apoſtles ſaide and doone ? nor 
ought we lo much ſecke what is done, as 
what is to be done. Agnine,it isto be no- 
ted, that our elders ſpeaking of the death 
and paſſion of our redeermer, have molt 
ſpoken of his Croſſe, and of the (:gnether- 
of rogether, neuer meaning what art this 
day is vnderf{tood by the woord ſ1gne: bur 
they likewiſe called it the Standard or En- 
hone of the great King and Captaine,who 
ouercame the deuill and hell, in bringiog 
thencethe ſpoiles, drinking of the torrent 
by the way ,and lifting vp his head , as is 
ſaidin the x 10.Plalme. So did Fortunarus 
take it in his Himne beginning thus. 
Pange lingua glorioft 
Prehum cert ammis, 
Et ſuper Crucis trephenm, 
Di triumphum nobilew, 
That 
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That isto ſay. 
Tongwe declare the combate 
of aglorious fight, 
And tell the noble tryumphes 
on the Croſſe. 
And T beodulphus: 
Vexills Regis prodeunt, 
Fulget Crucis miſt eriums, 
Thar is. 

T he Standards of the King march foorth, 

Shinuag with the miſfteries of the Croſſe. 

So thatthe Croſle ther) vſed , was made 
in forme of a Standard or Banner . By the 
ſigne then, thoſe reuerend predeceſſours of 
ours,ynderſtood the Crofle and paſſion ir 
ſelfe : but ſince, ignoraunce hath deviſed, 
that that ſhould be ſeperate , which ought 
to bee conioyned , ſetting the paſſion of 
Chriſt apart, and the ſigne of the Crofle a» 
part , making ſmall account of the one, 
ſpeaking litle ofthe paſſion, but enough of 
the ſigne : witneſle the paſſion, deathand 
woundes of Chriſt , which are dayly and 
hourely in the mouthes of blaſphemers, 
who thinke neuertheleſſe to be warranted 
from all evill, when chey doe but make the 
figne ofthe Croſle, 

Thus 


verthe of the croſze; 

Thus hath bin declared, what our elders 
vnderſtood by the ſigne of the Croſſe , to 
wit: the exteriour teſtimony of the chriſti« 
an faith : which euidently appeared in 
them, who were conuerted from dumbe Is 
dols,to true ſeruice of the living God. This 
may be diſcerned mare clearely,by the fai- 
"s of S. Cirill, anſwerering the obiections 

the Emperour [u{ian,firnamed the Apoſ< 


corth, rate,in his ſxxt booke, For [ulian magni- 
fe. iying the antiquity ofthe Paganereligion, 
made aid , thit the Oracles were giuenby faps- 


y the þ #er,as the eſcutchions or bucklers fell from 
urs of heauen,and 7upiters ſaddle, which was gi- 
on it uen or ſent to Nama : and made this come 
iſed, pariſon,that the Pagans kept the Armour 
ughr which great /upiter the Father of Mars 


mM of had giuenthem as a warranted gaege,that 
fie a« he would alwaies haye a care of the Cirty 
one, of Reome, All this notwithſtanding the 


ghof Chriſttans deſifted from honouring and 
worſhipping theſe thinges : whereupon 
Julien laid, | dave wk honoured the wood 
ofthe Croſſe, and painted the Crofle on 
their forcheades, and before their houſes, 
Whereto Cirillanſwered thus. | 
Albeit the Lord and Sautour of all, warnot 
Pr 
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AT reatiſe of 
#n ſhewpe, yet equall in all 'vith bis father, and 
feated on the throne of bir diinitie : newer« 
tbeleſſe be as abaſed, and tooke on bimſclfe 
the ſhepe of a ſernant + deſpiſing allignomie, 
bare the crofſe,to aboliſh the power of corrwp+ 
trion,and one onely dyed for all,to the end,that 
bring raiſed againe from the dead , be might 
deliver all mankinde from the ſnares of death, 
deftroye the tyranme of ſinne ruling in v1,ap- 
peaſe the la\we , which exerciſed bu tyrannie 
"1 our members , making vs ſpirituall Woore 
ſhippers killing in vs the feelings of the fleſhe: 
that they might be made the ſonnet of God, 
Which beleeued in him,and were ſanttified by 
bis ſpirit, ſo to deſpoile Sathan of bis tyrannie, 
the author of exils, the mortall beaſt, thoſe 
Wicked po\pers, which our calumniator called 
the Prince of nations and Gods defenders, 
T be Wholſome wood made viremember all 
theſe things,and aduiſed vs to thinks, that as 
S.Paule ſaith : Eurn ar one us drad for all, o 

ought they to knoWe that the lining could line 

ne more by them ſeizes , but by him who dyed 
and roſe againe, Which anſwer ſhewes,thar 
the Chriſtians painted the croſle, not as 
atcriburing any vertue tothe viſible ſignez 


but co ler the Pagans ſee, how rang 
fore 


_ a 


= I 


the vertue of the Crofre, 
forſaken theyr Idolatries, wherewith they 
hadbin before enchaunted)imbraced leſus 
Chriſt, of whome , the croſle which chey 
placed before their houſes, was the true 
marke and publique enſigne. 

And the ſame Cyril! expoundeth him- 
ſelfe,in his third booke of adoration made 
in ſpirit and erueth, manifeſting the vnbe= 
lecuers by this marke, thatthey would ne+ 
uer recciue the crofle , that is to (aye , ac 
knowledge Icſus Chrilt, They ( faith he) 
that bane no will to receiue the Croſſe , are 
vanguiſhed and onercome by the dell, and 
they are ſuch a; Chriſt ſpake to ſaying :Yeri- 
ly,verily ? ſay wnto you, if you Will not beleene 
that I am he, you ſhall dye en your ſinnes, So 
that to receiue the Crofle, is nothing elſc, 
but to beleeuec in Ieſus Chriſt, For ſo like«» 
wiſe Saint Cyri/,ſpeaking of the comming 
of Chriſt, ſhewes it by Feſe wordes, the 
comming of the Crofſe : vnderſtanding by 
the word Crofle , all that which the ſfonne 
of God did and luffercd in the worlde for 
our ſaluation., 

Theſe things thus breefely couched, 
may ſufhce coanſwerti;c allegationscon + 
taincdin the firlt placard, Come we now 

£0 


AT reatiſc of the 
to the ſecond , which is entituled : Hop 
the Crefſe onght to be benoured: which 
likewiſe ac this preſent wee 

muſt confider on, 


(*+*) 


How 


| How the Croſſe ought 


| to be bonoured, 
eAlrſt of al, iris a matter moſt 
A manifeſt, that the puniſh- 
CI ment of the Crofle , was 

>$ not onely one of the cru« 
1 clleſt ; bur likewiſe the 
moſt ipnominious of all 


| them which was pratiled by any nation. 


| Forit was called a death moſt infamous 
| andaccurſed, and for this reaſon,cur Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt was putto the Crofle, thathe 
being made accurſed, we might bee deli- 
uered from the curſſe of the law, Yet for all 
chis,it wasnot without great reaſon , that 
himſelfe, ſpeaking of this kinde of death, 
calleth it his exaltation. Tohn $.yerſe 28. 
and 12.ver.z2.for his Croſſe is the great 


| victory, the trophce and glory which hee 


obrainedagainſtSuhan , Eagainſi deat. 
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A Treatiſe of 
See now, why we Can neue? ſufficiently 
honor the crofle ,death and paſſhon of our 
Lorde Iclus Chriſt , For it is the meanes, 
whereby the Sonneof God drawer allmen 
ro bus, as himſelfe ſaith in Ssinct TIohn 12, 
verſe 32.But the manner how to honor it, 
ought likwiſe to be learned from our Lord 
and maiſter himſelfe. 

Heplainly expreſſed ir,when he taught 
Vs,that Whoſceuer Would be bis diſciple,ongbt 
10 take vp his crofze © follow bim:for by this 
mens, being conformed to his ſufferings, 
we (hall likewiſe be ſemblableto his ole 
rie, When he inſtituced his holye Supper, 
ſaying : Do: theſe thmgs in remembrance of 
mehoW often ſo eutr you dos them, you ſhall 
ſhew the death of the Lorde genen woniill bis 
comming « This $. Paule ſawe, when hee 
writ to T rmothe, his 2.Epiſtle, Chapter 2. 
ver.8.12. Remember that 7efus Chriſt Was 
raiſed from the dead : And that if wee dye 
wth him, Wwe ſhall ue with kim, if we ſuffer 
with him,we ſhall rexwne with kim . So that 
the Sonne of Godis highly honored,whe 
he is acknowledged tobethe ſole Sauiour 
and redeemer of men loſtin Adam, and 
whobceang lingers, and deſtitute of the 
gloric 
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ou7hr to be bonoured. 
glory ofGod , are reconciled inhim, and 
reeſtabliſhed in farre greater glory,then c« 
uer they had or could hauc before. Bur on 
the contrary part, the great glory of Gods 
ele& ſhineth,in this, that as S. Jobn (ayth, 
3-ver-16. SoGod loned vs, that he gane his 
onely Sonne for v5.0 the end, that Whoſoener 
beleened m bim, ſhould nor periſh, bus haue e« 
werlaſtrg life. And the ſame S.fobn ſaith,in 
his firſt Epiſtle 3. ver.1. Beholde this lone 
bath the Father beftowed on ys , that Wwe are 
called the Sonne: of God. 

So that each of vs may fay this of him- 
ſelfe, the life which Ihaue atthis preſent , 
is by the faith I haue in the Sonne of God, 
that he hath loued me , and gaue himſelfe 
for me: adding withall, that by the ſuffe - 
rings which my Lord ITeſus Chrift hath 
endured, all miſery and afflictions which 
can happen to mee, are ſanCtified , For 
whereas intheir owne nature , they were 
puniſhments; by the death of Ieſus Chriſt, 
they are become viſitations and reſftimo- 
nies of Gods fauour , that hee looweth 
andenſtructerh ſuch as he correteth, We 
likewiſe honourthe Crofle in this, ther we 
are crucified to the world, and the World to 

E vs, 


How the Croſſe 
vs, ſa that dying with Chriſt Irſur, re are 
rayſed vp agame With hum, laihS., Paxle, 
Rom,6. ver.$, For be bath ginen vs An tx- 
amphe to follow bus ſleps , that being dead to 
ſn,we might line aname to rrob teonjnes,b me 
healed by bus wound: faithS. Peter, 1.Per, 
2.1.21.% 24. And again. Theprace of God, 
that bringetn) Jaluation vnto all men both ay. 
peared, And teachith vs, that We ſhould aeny 
all vngodlynes and worldly luſt es:and that we 
ſhould hue ſoberly and rig brteouſly,and Godly 
mn this preſent Wwrld. Looking for the bleſied 
hope,and eppearing « f the glory of the mighty 
G od,and of or Sanienr I:/us { brift (Titus 2 
Ver. THI-1T2.13., 

Beholde heere the true manner,how to 
honor the croſle and death of Iefus Chrift, 
25 the ApoſilesS. Peter,S. Ichn and S. Paule 
hath taught vs in their writinges, & which 
themſclues praQtilcd, when they were in 
this world, & ſuch hath bin the reverence, 
whichthe Primani ue Church made to the 
croſſe. For thoſe ſigns which were made at 
the beginning, were nothing but with the 
moouing of the hand , applyed to the fore « 
head, or caſt yp ;ncothe ayre , having no 
ſabfiſtance in bodily matter of wood , 
tone, 
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ſtone, filuer, golde orother ſuch like, 

The firft that made any of ſome matter, 
was (onftantme , who hauing obtained a 
notable victory againſt Maxentms, made 
his Enfigne in forme of the crofle,enriched 
with golde and precious ſtones. Yet was it 
not after the faſhion of the Croſle obſer= 
ued now-adaics, for the Hiſtorians haue 
thus deſcribed ir. 


At the end of a bigh ſtaffe, the Greeke 
letter P,was repicſented & vnderit the let 
ter X, which arethe wo firſtletters of chri 
ſtes name inGreeke . Soone after,a ſayle 
was hapged ouerth _ this affe, wicth- 

> Our 


How the Croſie 
outany figure in the ſaile, and was in all 
reſpeds as is here ſer downe. 

And becauſe hee was newely exalted to 
the imperiall dignitie, by the conſent of 
his warriours, who preferred him after the 
declining of Deecle/iar his predeceſſour: 
hee conlidered, that the meanes to maine 
taine him in this dignitie , againſt all 
competitours and contenders , was to 
make himſclfe a friend: with thoſe Chriſti. 
ans which Dioc:eſiex had perſecuted cuen 
to his vttermoſt, 

And forrhis cauſe hee made the croſſe 
tobe creed, before himſclfe became a 
Cluiſtian: for hee was not Baptiſed , cill 
the ſeuenth yeere of his Empire, and the 
victory before named , hapned in the firſt 

cere, Now becauſe the Chriſtian hiſtori- 
ans ſpeake of an apparition of the Croſſe 
inthe ayre, with theſe words, T how ſhalt 0+ 
rercome by this : it is ſo,that Zoſimns a Pa- 
gane hiſtorian , who liued at that time 
there, and wasa moſt exact ſearcher after 
the deedes of Conftantme , hath made no 
mention at all thereof, Alſoir appeareth, 
that the Eccleſiaſticall hiſtories ſpeake di« 
ucrſly thereof, For Euſcbw ſaith,that this 
viſion 
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vif6 chanced at noone time of the day :& 
Sozomenus writes, that it appeared inthe 
night to Conſtantine ſleeping » Neuenthe- 
leſſe, God might permit thismiracle , as a 
helpe tothe conuerſion ofthis Prince, be» 
ing as then a Pagane, and that it might 
ſerue afterwardes for the further auaunce» 
ment of Chriſtes glory, whatſocuer affec- 
tion himſelfe ſhould beare therto:for ſome 
Authors haue noted great defectes and 
faulces in him. He then made the enfignes 
and Armes of his ſouldiers to bee marked 
wich the Crofle, hecauſed ittobe ſetyp in 
publique places : as isto be read, that hee 
made to bee erected his owne ftatue in 
braſſe ar Roome , holding a Croſſe of the 
ſame mertral in his hand. Notwithſtanding, 
he never appointeditin any Temple , but 
in a publique place, for thenthe Romaine 
Temples had as yer the Paganes Jdols in 
them. 

But afterward, when it was ſaid, that 
the true Croſſe indeed was found by He« 
lena,mother to Conſt entine : then a great 
number of Croſſes were ereed, Nor ſhall 
we needinthis ſearch toenter ſo far, whe- 
ther this were a contrived inucntion, or 4 
E 3 wuch 


FW the (rofſe 
eruth , albeit Yolar2rranus, and Fryer Oun« 

hrius Panuinus of the Anguſtines order,a 
hls netes vpon Plarma,in \ the life of Pope 
Euſc bus, 32, giues ſufficiently to vader» 
ſtand, thac this was an vncertaine macrer , 
conſidering the diuerfity found in Au- 
thours, as touching the time of this in« 
wention. 

For if we ſhall credite ſome hiſtorians , 
Helena was yet at that time an Infidell , 
and Conſtantme himſclte not become a 
firme Chriſtian , nor hauing then done 
any thing i in Sirie. Aad fome fay, thar 
it was not found in the time of great 
Conſtantine, bur in his Sonne Conſtantizes 
time: heercto may we adde Euſebius,vrho 
writ the life of Conſt«nrme , and ſpeakes 
of all which Helene did in /ernſalem: yer 
ſpcakes not one word of this inucntion of 
the Crofle, Neyther doth Saiit Ambroſe 
agrce heerein with other writers, for hce 
ſa'th,this Crofſe was knowen by the tytle 
thereon : and others ſay,that it was by mi« 
raculous hcaling ofa woman, which the 
yery touching ef this Croſle brought to 
perfect bealch againe . Bur howſoever it 
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onyht to be honowred 
holde for fabulous, when hee reades, that 
eAdam being hicke, ſent his Sonne Serb 
ro the gate of Paradiſe , to haue ſome of 
the oyle of mercy,wherewith hee might 
be annoynted and healed : and how the 
Ange'l yaue him a bough of the tre2, 
wherot 414mm had before eaten the fruice, 
and lo tranigreſſed Gods commaunde« 
ment.Bu: being returned, he found his Fa« 
ther dead, and therefore planted this 
bough on b\ {ams grave , which af: ponen 
orew tO goudly tree: ſo that when S: 
mon Cc: uſedthe reimple tb bebuilc,he 9 ea 
the tree robe cur downe, but it could ne« 
uer be madeto ferue to any vie,wherefore 
it wasreicted, and made a Bridge of,cuecr 
a certaine Lake. When the Queene of 
Sabi came to lee Salomon : (hee would 
not goe ouer the Bridge, becaiie ſhee had 
been before advertiledin a viton , that on 
that wood ſhould one bee hanged , who 
ſhould deſtroy the Kingdome of the 
lewes, 

Which when Sa/omen heard of, hee 
cauſed it tobe buried very deepe in the 
carth , in the place where a Poole 
was afterwarde made , which Poole 
E 4 had 


How the (roſse 
had the vertue of healing fickeneſle, 
by reaſon of the wood, forit came foorth 
of the earth, and floated aboue vpon the 
water, at the houre when Ieſus Chriſt, wag 
to bee crucified, and theretore the Ieweg 
made th2 croſle thereof, 

Beholde what hath beene inuented and 
preached to poore people: onely ro make 
the croſle bec honoured. asit is to be read 
inthe 21, Sermon, of the booke called, 
T he Sermons ofthe Diſciple, 

But let ſuch conſider , that the aun- 
cient Chriſtians vſing of the crofle, in 
whatſocuer matters bythem mannaged; 
was but the imple prathile of Saint Paules 
meaning,when he ſaid : 7 am not aſhamed 
of the Goſpell of Chriſt . For becaule every 
one, as well lewes as Paganes, mocked at 
Chriſt, and his Crofle was become a ſcan- 
dall ro ſome,and folly to others: the more 
they ſtroueto defame jr,the more the chri- 
ſtians endeuoured to adorne it . Heereup 
on,they oppoſed the Croſſe to all thinges, 
and in all places, as a moſte honourable 
marke.whereby they ſufficiently declared, 
thatthey would have part of Chriſtes op 
probry to the ende hee might impart to 
them 


ought to be honoured, 

them ſome of his glory . And therefore 
ſaid (hriſotomee. T hat Enſigne ſhould bee 
more honoured , then all the CroVWenes and 
Diademes conld be. For this cauſe,the Em« 
perours and Kings made applycation ther 
of to their Crownes and Scepters,ſo much 
the more to ſhame & confound the Iewes 
& Pagans ,whomS. Amzbroſebringeth in, 
thus ſpeaking. Wehawe crucified feſus,to the 
end the (briſtians may riſe after death , and 
that the dead may raigne: We haut Criuct- 
fied bim Whome Kings [hall honour : Whence 
happened, that the Princes which perſecuted 
Chriſt, became Preachers, and their Veſti- 
ments ſerued toreparre the croſſe, that faith 
mie bt ſhine foorth the more gloriouſly.Vpon 
the ſame occaſion ir is ſad, that the crofle 
ſhould be a tree faire and ſplendant, ador- 
ned with the purple of kings, and more 
brighrſome thenthe ſtarres. And Theods- 
ret in the third booke of his hiftorie, chap, 
2.7, writeth, That byall,the crofſe ſhould bee 
borne, to teſtifie the eriumph of Chriſt. 

But all this while, they attributed no- 
thing to the croſſe onely, or the bare ft 
pure therof: for Conſtantine gaue acknowe 
edgement, that the yitoric which hap- 
pened 


HoW the crofe 
pened ro him, was through Chriſt, ard 
not rhe crofle, and ſo he cauſed ro be writ- 
ren on the conic, by bim erected , theſe 
three words: /«/u Chref onercome, & (ale 
terthat manner) made his prayers of the 
croſſe, Heltna likewiic worſhipped the 
king, and not the croflc: For ele 1t had bus 
a Pagan errour, wilde yanimtiefaich Saint 
eAmbroſe, 

In this torte may chriſtians honour the 
croſle: for vw ho makes ary queſtion , bur 
in our wars againſt the lews or Mabumes 
11ſt s, we may beate our Ert: pnes orarmes 
crofſcd, forpublicke teltily:ng to the In+ 
hdels, ther wee are ( hriſtians, and our ad» 
necfaries are milcreants and voyd of faith. 
So may the crofle be engrauc on money,to 
ſhew, that it isthe coyne or ſtampe ot a 
chriſtian Plince ,So may the crofle be pla- 
cedonthlic gates © fCuries, Caltles,or hou« 
les,to deliucr apparantly, thatthe Inhabi- 
rants in ſuch places, do makeprofeſsion of 
chriſtianitie, So was it long {:nce ordained, 
that the nnſtruments of contraces or here 
gaining, made by publike notaries,ſhould 
be ſealed and enced with the crolce,as| it is 
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And in ſuchlike polliticke confiderations, 
werei:Anot the vic of the marerial croſle, 
As Conftentine in the very ſame reſpect, 
forbad to puniſh malefaQtours any more 
w:ththe death of the c:ofle : T o the ende 
(tairhSaint eAnugyPine in his 36, Treatile 
on Saint lobn ) T bry ſhould not be honoured 
by ſuch a puriſhment,Forthe ſame reaſon, 
was it forbidden by che Emperor Treede- 
ſins, to engraue the croſl* in carth : anda 
paine d-creed, 12ain(t ail ſuch as deſpiled 
or calt che crofle atthe ur heeles, 

Now «ithall is to be remembred, that 
then the crofſe was but two peeces of 
woode thwarre one another , hauing no 
ſhape of a crucifixe, much !efle of the bleſ- 
{ed virgine /farie,as fince then, in diuers 
croſles che irmage of the crucitix> is on one 
ſide, and thar ot the mother on the other, 
asif the had bornecompenie with our Sa- 
uiour in his ſufferings, and ſhein ſome ſort 
had wrought the redemption of mate 
kiade. 

Then they had not read the goody diſ- 

utation, berweene the Cordelzers and the 
A acobiney in :h- time of Pope ſobn the22, 
of that naine: the {ordeiiers maintaining, 


How the croſſe 

thatthe crucifixe cughtto be naked, one« 
ly with acrowne of thornes: the facobines 
whtifed, that hee was to weare a crowne 
on his head, and a royall robe withal}, As 
for the honour done by ſome in this caſe, 
they of olde crowned him fimplye with 
flowers, bur it was for ſpeciall inftruton 
tothe beholders; for thus they intended, 
that whoſotuer would haus the crowne, 
and pertake inthe rewar4:he muſt firſt of 
a.l beare his croſle, for ſo hath the Poct 
Prudentms written, 


To beare the croſre muſt be thy paine, 
If thou deſire 1he crowne to gaine. 


But inthe end,theſe matters grew ſo for 
ward, that the crofſe was broghtinto the 
temples, and ſaluted in theſe woordes, O 
Crux,ane, Al baile, O crofſe, which are but 
tond ſpeeches. Then inuocacion was made 
to it, ſaying, 
eAuge pits wiſtitiamreiſque dona veniam, 
Encreaſe the inſtice of the good, and pardon 

the offendors. 
Likewiſe, 
(7 «cem tam adoramns Domine: 
Lord, 
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exght to be bonoured. 
Lord, We adore and worſhip thy croſve, 

Which are indeede blaſj " 64a. ſpee- 
ches. 

For to Teſus Chriſt onely ſhuld ſuch a prai- 
er be made, /t is leſws Chrift who us the ſon, 
be ought tobe kiſſed, and not the crofſe of 
wood. Sothar, albeit wee may honour 
one another ciuilly , following no more 
then is commaunded, the inferiour to ho 
nor their ſuperiours: yer when queſtion 18 
made , of religious or deuoute honor, they 
are matters not according, to giue all ho- 
nourto one onely God and his ſonne,and 
yet to divide a portion thereofto any man, 
or a materiall croſle,or any creature what» 
euer, Yetare not theſe queſtionarics them 
ſelues fully agreed hereabout: for one hath 
demaunded, with what kinde of honour ir 
is to be worſhiped, 

Some ſay, that the verie croſſe, which 
touched the bodie of Ieſus Chriſt, oght to 
be honored with Larri, ſeruice: or by the 
means of Hyperdulia,humble dutic;but 0+ 
thersbelcue,thac irſhuld be ſerucd with the 
honour of Duxls, bond- feruice:as much to 
fay, that the true crofſe ought co bee reve. 
renced with the honour duc to Chriſt : 
and 
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Flo the croſre 
and other Croſſes ſhould bee reveren. 
ced with juch honour, as ſeruants owe vn« 
to their maiſters, And this is the reſo!uti- 
on of the ſecondplacarde, which hke wiſe 
it becomes vs to conſider of, and bricfly 
ſearchinto the botrome of it, 

There are diuers places of our elders al- 
lJeadged, but without ſence,and quite from 
the Authors meaning that writ them, For 
when they of olde tie fpake ofthe creffle, 
they did not vnderſland thereby two pec« 
ces of wood thwart one another : but the 
wilterie of ourredemption: the true ſum- 
marie & accompliſhment wherot, was by 
the crolse ,- death and paſsion of Teſus 
Chriſt, And this equiuoca!l or double fig 
mfication of the croſse, beeing, not perccie 
ued by theſe Sophiſters, makes thE toerre, 
and they cauſc other to dothe hike. Heere« 
ypon it was that (briſeſtome ſaid, The croſee 
the cauſe of al our bleſ2edreſcre qr is the chyi. 

ftians hope, reſnrettion of the dead,and a guid 

to the blinde, ec. And as for the materiall 
croſe, behold what one hath writcen there 
of:We bonour not neither deſire to bane [ſuch 

8 croſte,, us the exprefſe wordes are to bee 

readin the 8, booke of Arnobins, anſwe- 

; ring 


*UVeren.s 
VWCVnse 
{o!utie 
ke wile 


br:«fly 


ers al- 
C from 
n, For 
Cre fle, 
O Pee 
it the 
SOTP 
vas | y 
 Tefus 
le lige 
eICCle 
 erre, 
leeres 
Croſee 
 Chyi- 
a guid 
eriall 

ther. 
r ſuch 

» bee 

[wes 

ri0g 


ought to be honoured. 
ring to the Pagans obieCtions, which bl1« 
med the chriſtians, as if they had honoured 
the croſſe of wood, For the {ame reaſon, A« 
thanaſins faith in his 16, queſtion , thoſe 
which he wricynto Antiochus. That the 
{ brift ians declared, how they honoured not 
the croſſe, When they laid tognther two peeces 
m ſuch fort: they ackrowl:dned it to bee no 
more then Wood , and VWwoulde not proſtrate 
them/elues before it; «x now they do, ſetting vp 
croſſes onely to be bonored. And heereyppon 
{ith Ep:;pharins, that paling bya village 
named «Anablarha, and entring into 2 
Temp'e, where hung a painted cloath,ha- 
wing an image thereon of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
ſome other Sainte: hee rent the cloxth in 
peeces, becauſc they kept it there contrary 
to the Scripture. this is at large tobe read, 
in his Epiſtle tranſlated by Saint Hrerome, 
Wherevpon the ſame Saint Hierome laith; 
that no ether image of God 14 tobe honoured, 
but that whichis God, © with Goda: much 
to ſay, asthe ſonne of GGOD, Which 18 
the emgrauen forme of the eſſence of God, 
Hebr. 1. verſe 4. and in this ſence we 
holde wirh the teltimonics alleaged inthe 
placard, 
But 
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Haw the croſie 
But becauſe the Church of Rome con- 
taines not it ſelfe within theſelimirs, but 
aymcth ata material] croſle: jtis apparant, 
that it maintaineth ynſufferable idolatrie, 
Andrtotheend it may appeare, that wee 
wrong them not in ſaying ſo : marke 
heere theverie words they vie, when they 
hallow the wood of the crofle, 
Digneris Domine,benedicer eboc lynum cru- 
cis, wt ſuremedinm ſalutare gener: bumano, 
ſit ſoliditas fidei, bonorumque operum profec- 
ms, & redemptio animarum, thtela contra 
ſaxatacula inimicoram : which is thus in- 
rerpreted. Lord, that it might pleaſe thee to 
ſancrifie this Wood of the croſve, to the end it 
may be a healthfull remedze 10 mankimd,aſin- 
Yance of faith, aduancement of good workers, 
redemption of ſonles,and « defence againſt the 
cruell dartes of the eneenies, 
Againe, 
Crucem tnam adoramns Dome, 
O Lord we adore and worſhip thy (Teſſe. 
Apaine, 
O crux adoranda,o crux ſpecioſa, homini- 
bus amabilss, ſariitior nine? 15,que ſola digne 
fuiſti,portare talertum mundi, 
Dulce lynum , dulces clanos , dulcia fe- 
refis 
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ow ht to be honoured, 
rens pondera, | 

Serua preſentem caternam , in this hodig 
laudibus congres a:am « 

' Ocroſie, Which onghteff to be honoured, 
O croſze, which ougbreſt to bee regarded, 

eAmiableto men,more holy then all, 
Which only waſt woortbie to bearg the world; 
talent, 

Sweets Woode, Which beareſt ſweete nailer, 
and a ſmeet burthen: 

Sau thispreſent (ongregation aſjembled in 
thy pr aiſes, c 

Apaine, | 
(Tux fidelis,imter omnes arbor vna nobilis: 
Nulla ſylua tale profert fronde,flore, vermie 
ne, 
Dulce lignum, dulce: clauor,dulce poudive 

KH/rinet, 

j a aithfull croſie,the onely noble tree among 
all other : | 
No forreſt ener bare the like, for bougher, 
oWwers and branches. | 

T his ſiveet wood bare ſyvcete nailes, and. i 
ſweete burthen, 

Whereio is to be noted, that this Fine 
ſith,it is atree, albeit others, & _ che 
Canoniſts ſay , thatit was made of foure 
| F woods, 
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How the Croſſe 
woods, to wit,of Palme, of Cedar, of Ci- 
ptes, and of Olive-tree, 

Oflike uffe is the French prayer, which 
Fs vſually readeat all houres, and isin the 
booke called Houres, that which Michael! 
Zone imprinted at Lyons 1 568, according 
tothe yiageat Rome , and is in this mane 
ner, 


Sainte vraye croix adore, 

Oui du corps Dien fut adornee, 
Er de ſa grand? ſucuy arroſee, 

Et ds ſon ſang enlummee. 

Par ta veriu, par ta puiſſance, 
Garde mon corps de wal meſcbence;, 
Et wiottroye par ton plaiſir, 

Ont wayeonſerpurſſe monrire 


In Engliſh chus. 
Holy croſſe, truely to be worſhipped, 
Which Wb Gods bodie was adorned, 
And with his grea ſweate ſpronckled, 
Ard nub bis bloudsllummed. 


By thy vertue, by thy puiſſance, 
Keepe my bodis from all miſcbance, 


And graunt if ſo thy pleaſure be, 
Truly confeft, that may die. 


Not 


ought to be honoured. 
Nor is it onely called the adorned crofſe, 
butlikewiſe the adored crofſe : asonthe 
holy Friday it is termed worſhipped, inree 
gard of the adoration of the croſle as that 
daythers. So that ifthe time when the 
croſle is honoured, is called holy: the place 
likewiſe where the croſle is tobe erected, 
is alſo hallowed, and the handes and fin- 


pers of them that ereted it.For there mult 


ſome reaſon allowed to the circum- 
ſtances andinſtruments, as well in one as 
the reſt,or,to ſpeake as we ought,he muſt 
needs be his crafts-maiſter, that will not 
let the ſtench of ſuch impietie be deſcers 
nedor felt, by them whoſe breath idolatry 
hath before poyloned, 

Like follies and blaſphemies come 
mit they about the lance or ſpeare, where 
with the fide of our Sauiour was pearced, 
Firſt, thar ic was ſent by the great Turke 
Baiateth, to Pope /nnocent the eight of 
that name, in the yeare 1499. if the ac- 
count lye not: of which holy ſpeare, rhe 
feaſt is celebratedon the Friday after the 
Octaues of Eaſter, and th*retois appoyn» 
ted this prayer following» * 
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How the (r5f5e 


eAneferrnm trinmphale, 
?ntrans pettus tuvitale, 
Calipandis oftia, 

Felix baſta, nor amore, 
Per te fixi [aucias 


Thus Engliſhed. 


p_ fron, be thou bleſft, 
VVhich entring in the vitall breft, 
Heanen gates didſt open ſpread: 
Holy ſpeare do vs Wound, 

VVith rhe lone of him profound, 
VVhich by thee was pearced dead, 


So thatwhoſoeuer will belecue theſe 
people, mult likewiſe worſhip S, . Lant- 
rne, Saint Spunge, Saint Ladder, Saint 
Cord, Saint Whippe, and other inftrum&s 
Wherewith the hang-men tormented Ie- 
ſus Chriſt. 

Ler then theſe Sophiſters bite their nailes 
as long as they pleaſe, to ouerthrowe this 
ſhainetull taxation : yet ſhall they neuer 
make of wood, more then wood. And be- 
cauſe they bleſſe themſclues with this 


wood, 
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ought ts be honoured. 
wood, bowing downe their heades before 
it, and calling it the healch & remedie for 
mankinde: wee ſay , that they are more 
blockiſh then wood, ifthey will vor ac 
knowledge the great fault they commit,in 
honouring the wood, in ſtead of applying 
ſuch dutieto him, who bare our finnes in 
his bodie onthe croſle of wood, 
We are not likewiſe ignorant of their 
oodly verſes, Effrgiem Chriſti: ec, but we 
ay, itisalſoa drugge anſwerable to that 
which we callto bring one aſleepe. For 
certainly,this is to make the ignorant ſlee« 
pie : wheras ſuch as receiue inſtruftion out 
of Gods ſchoole, do hold, that ſeeing god 
innocaſe will be honoured by images, it 
Is a matter altogither intollerable, that mE 


ſhould haue any imagesto worſhip, For T«. 


dolatrie is committed when we honour I. 
doles, or honour God otherwiſe then hee 
would be honoured : as appeareth bythe 
Prophets ſpeeches of them that worſhip» 
pedin highplaces, They are reprooued 
not for that they worſhipped God:but be= 
cauſe they worſhipped him otherwiſe the 
hee had allowed in his ordenance, For 
hee woulde haue bur one place onely, ro 
F 3 wit, 
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Hiw the (Foſſe 
wit, the temple of /eruſalem, where hee 
would be ſerued, and they honoured him 
in woods and on mountaines. Thisis the 
reaſon why the Samaritaines, who called 
themſclues the children of [acob, were re« 
prooued, hecaufe they worſhipped in the 
mount yn, aldeic they yet prepared 
themſclues ro God, 

For this rcaſon, in the Elibertine Coune 
cell, heldinthe time ofrhe firſt Councell 
of Nice, the 36, Canon, were ſet downe 
theſe words, 

It is ordained, that inthe Church ſhall bes 
no kinae of paintings, to the endc, that that 
which is honoired and worſhipped, ſhould 
not be fioured im any reſemblance. Their an» 
ſwere hereto is friuolous for they ſay. T hey 

_ Worſhip them not, becauſe they put no truſt in 

them, To worſhip, is to encline ones ſelfe 
thereto, to make ſ1gnes of humiliation, and 
bowing the knees : as may be ſeene by the 

criptures manner of {pcaking, which by 
bowing of the knee, noteth idolatric, as 
appeares by the anſwere made to Els, t, 
Reg. 19.verle 18, Where the true ſervants 
of God oppoſed to idolatours,are marked 


out by this; T hat hane not bowed their knees 
before 


ought to be honoured. 
before Baal, nor kiſſed bims with their monthy) 
Theſe kinde of words yſeth the ſcripture, 
for deſcribing of idolatours:that they bend 
themſelues, burne incenſe and kiſſe the 
hand or the lippes, all which the church 
of Reme doth to images, reliques, & croſ- 
ſes: theconcluhon then is manifelt , they 
are idolatours, becauſe they do the deeds 
of idolatours, | 

But that which is alleadged out of the 
21.of Numbers, maye notbee let paſle 
lightly: for it there be an example, which 
formallyand firmly plucketh downe the 
abuſe committed abour the crofle,it is that 
of thebrazen Serpent , T bat was made by 
Gods commandement ; therefore it Was no 
{dol, 
Now, albeit that by the Tawe generil- 
ly, God forbadto make the image of any 
I in heauen, the earth, or waters vn- 
derthe earth: ſo itis,that nor being bound 
eo his law (becauſe he is aboucit)ir pleafed 
him ro diſpencetherwith, cucnas himſelte 
diſpenſed with the law,&gaue comande- 
ment to make this ſerper, the figure of the 
exalcation of Jeſus Chriſt, lifted + pon the 
ccolle,as bizaſe!fyitneflerh ju ctiethird of 
{thi 
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How the Crofge 
Pobn, verſe 14, Notthat it was eleuated or! 
wood made croſſe-wiſe, as they yſe com« 
monly to piRture it, (for it was lifted vp on 
{ſtandard or poſte, as the text ſaith) bur 
becauſe it was to bee lifted vp , and th 

which by Gods commaundement looked 
thereon,ſhould be healed: Now let ys ſee 
what enſues heereon , From that inſtant, 
tillthetime of the good king Exechias, a+ 
boutthe ſpace of ſeuen hundreth thirtie & 
fue yeares, there was no ſpeech at all of 
this brazenSerpent, Ithappening then, 
the people making obeyſance therto, wore 
ſhipping it, becauſe it had been made by 
Aoyſes, and was ſo kept for the ſpace of 
735. ycares; Ezechia; brake it,and cauſed 


_ Itto be burned, From hence we gather, if 


images in generall, and eſpeciallyrhat of 
the crofle, were neuer made by the come 
mandement of God, but by the diſhdence 
and preſumption of men (who thought 
God did neither ſee nor heare them, except 
they had ſuch images before their eyes ) 
GP ſuch as haue beene broughe 
in wee knowe. not fince when : howe 
farre off ought they to bee from vs? 


When it ſhall come to this point,that they 


were 


ought to be honoured. 
were not begun to any ſuch purpoſe: itis 
then euident,thart they ought to be taken 
away,as Ezechias did the Serpent, becauſe 
at firſtit wasnort framed to bee worſhip- 

d, 
d And becauſe of the abuſe which hath 
riſen heereabour,it were very neceſſary to 
be generally abandoned , For Idolatry is 
no part ofthoſe things , whereof ane will 
ſay : Corrett the abuſe,yet holde the ve: be« 
cauſe in whatſocuer ſort the [doll is taken, 
yet itis as nothing. 

And when queſtion is made, for refor- 
mation of ſuch diſorders, wee ſhould fol- 
low the ſaying of Iefus Chriſt, in Aſath.19 
yerſe, 8. 7t wes not ſo from the beginning. If 
then at the beginning , when the Apofto- 
lique Church was pure, and truth fincere, 
the figne or forme of the Crofle was not 
made, it wasno where appointed , ſaluted 
nor worſhipped: it was very ill done ,t6 
bring in this corruption, ( which can no 
way well be called acuſtome,) and much 
worſleis it to retaine it fHll, 

There remaines one teſtimony, out of 
the firſt book of Sozomenus,Chap.g.where 
it is ſaid: T has che ſonldiers of Contitantne, 
did 
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Hop the croſce 
did highly honor his Stendard,maze in forms 
of the Croſſe, and that many miracles Were 
done among them : which being conſelled, 
concludeth not , that therefore wee ought 
to honourthe material Crofle.For ſay thar 
they did honourit , or did ſuchthings 3s 
ought not to be done:itis reſoluedly robe 
hele,that inſuch ations they are not to be 
imitated. Conſidering the concluhs ſerues 
tothe com rary,to wit : if the Crofie ought 
to be honored, becauſe it did amiracle:; It 
followes then, that the Croſſe whichne« 
ver did miracle,ought not tobe honaured. 
Now it ismoſt certaine,that ofan hundred 
thouſand croflcs, 3. cannot be found that 
did any miracle:no,though wee ſhould al - 
leadge their own acconnts, & the effectes 
ſhewcd bythem , with the hiſtories which 
theſe exorcittes doe confirme. Witnes the 
example,of thatſoholy & renowned doc 
tour Picard, & otherSorboniſts,who inthe 
yeere 15 52,could not by their exorciſmes, 
Croſlc & holy water,chaſe a ſpirit outof a 
1waidens body in Par:;.No more could the 
Munke of St. Zener, brought to Roome by 
the Cardinail Gondy, in the yeere 1554, 
drive forth the cuill ſpirits cur of the o_ 
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onght to be honoured. 

dies of $2. maidens , notwithſtanding all 
his con urations , for the ſpace of fixe 
monethes together , as Bodanus fairh in 
in the 2.booke, Chap.6, of his Demono« 
manie,<o th:n, all thoſe Croſſes of Roomme 
(which ſurpaſſe other inholinefſe and mi + 
raculous vertuz, by reaſon of the ſanctity 
whichis there obtained ) having no more 
power then thoſe of the Munkes : haue 
litrle duety to be honoured , for the cauſe 
being taken away,there remaines no more 
of the effect. 

Laſt of all, becauſe it ſeemes, that wee 
would haue no Images of the crucifixe, 
nor the Croſſe : we declare, thac we defire 
all ourdayes, Ieſus Chriſt ſhould be paint- 
ed before oureyes , inthe ſame m.nneras 
S. Paule, Gal.3.ver.1, painted leſus Chriſt 
before their eyes: forthe penfill wherwith 
God oughtto bepaired,is his word, which 
himſelfcalieth the word of rrxth, where c6. 
trariwiſe,all che doCtrine of Images,is but 
the doctrine ol ;ying and vanity » So then, 
the Croſle of Ictus Chriſt is as the chaire, 
wherout we purpo'2 t- preach,on th* cone 
ſide, the multitude and ennormity of our 
finnes,on the ocher , the (cuerity of Gods 
jultice 
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How the croſ5e 
juſtice and depth of his mercy. The great- 
neſle of our ſinnes is ſhewen vs, in that they 
could not be borne nor aboliſhed by any 0- 
ther,then he who was very God and ye 
man, His iuſtice,in that God , who where 
iniquity,did puniſh it with all extreamity, 
His mercy, in that himſelfe gave vs the 
priceto acquit vs withall , euen vs that 
were his ytter enemies: for this is to vs a 
molt certaine gaege,of the merciful affec- 
tion of our God , diſccrned thorow the 
woundes of his oncly Sonne, And theliue- 
ly conterplating ot thoſe wounds, is the 
balme to heale the hurts of our ſoules, His 
feete and handes were pierced, his fide o- 
pened,and thence iflued the price of our 
redemption,as alſo the waſhing away of 
our filthyneſſe: bloud(l ſay) and water al- 
waies ſtreaming,to deface our finnes paſt, 
preſent, and to come, to the ende,that ha» 
uing our harts waſhed from an euil conſci- 
ence,wee ſhould goe by the freſh and li- 
uing pathes,towardesour God with cer- 
rainty of faith, and keep ing the confeſſion 
ofour hope. Heb.10,vet.22.2 3. that is to 
fay,in following after Ieſus Chriſt, Which 
&s nothing elſe, laith S. Carill, bat —_—— 
toe 
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ought to be honowred, 
the world for the loue of Chriſt + preferring 
phe goodes Which we hope for by faith , before 
all other in this bodily fe, In like manner, 
faith S. Bernard. T be ioyfull bope and afſn- 
raunce , is that which 11 affirmed by applica« 
tion to the death and paſſion of (iſt . For 
fince the Fatherhath given vs his Sonne : 
bow ſhall be not with br giue v3 all thinges 
al/o ? Rom. 8,ver.32. eAnd bee ir ginen vs 
of the Father to be our tuſtice, Wiſedome, re« 
demeption and ſanitification. 1. Cor. 14-30. 
Icis Ieſus thatiuſtihes the faulty, it is Ie» 
ſus thatpaiesforthe indepred,that ſtreng- 
thens the weake , illuminates the blinds, 
bindes vp the hurtes of the wounded, re- 
calles home by-wanderers,giues life tothe 
dead : & in a word,itis Ieſus that deſtroies 
the workes of the deuill, & beateth'dowane 
Sathan ynder ourfeete. 

Such is the memory which wee conti- 
nually obſerue,of the perfett obedience, 
which the Sonne of GOD delivered 
ypon theCroſle, tro God his Father far ys 
poore miſcrable wretches : and not the ri- 
diculous and [dolatrous deuotion, which 
the ignoraunt fo gladly would make ys 
belecue, thar they honour the death and 


paſſion 


Ou CU Ga Dn was 


How the oroſze 
paſſion 6f Telus Chriſt, in laying , during 
their great wecekes ſpace, beforethe croſle, 
and beholding the face of the Crucihxe, 


- with handes cleuated, and knees bended, 


to wit. 

On Palme Sunday,thirtythree Pater; & 
Anrs * the Munday, the beades of our 
Lady; the Tewſday,foity Peters & Ames: 
the Wedneſday, thirty Paters and eF=es : 
the Thurſdzy,rwelue Paters and Axes; the 
Fryday,fixty Paters and Ane::the Sattur- 
day-forty Pater; and Anes: on Eaſterday, 
twelue Patersand Ares, Likewile,during 


-theirrwelne white Fridayes: the firſt three 


Paters and Aer: the ſecond, ſecanen Parers 
and eAnres *the third, ſucty times Pater: & 
eAes,m honorof the fixty thornes in the 
crovwne: the fourth forty Paters and Arr 
the fift , forty Paters and Awes : the fixt, 
rvelue Paters and Awes *: the feauenth , 
thirty Paters and Anes,in honour of [udas 
his thirty pence : the eight,thirty Paters & 
eAmecs : the ninth , fiue Peters and eAne: 
the tenth,three Parersand Aves, in honor 
olthe three nayles: the eleventh, fiue Pa- 
te and ene: : the twelft, fifreene Paters 
eAnes, in honour of the fifteenc horrible 
henes, 
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 eughtto be honoured. 

fence which ſhall come before the day of 
iudgement, Such is the ſummary ofthe 
ſtile obſerued, inthe booke by them cal. 
led Howres. But true worſhippers indeed, 
entreate of God,that it may picaſc him,to 
make them feele the cfhicacy of the death 
and paſſion of Teſus Chrilt , anddefre to 
beare the Image of him: tothe end,thacas 
wee haue borne the Image of the earthlie 
eAdam,lo we may = the Imageof the 
celeſtiall Adans in our hearts,that the ho« 
ly Ghoſt would be the Temple therof,and 
FA by this meanes,we ſhall bee knawne by 
the ſame Telus Chrift,at his great and lat 
comming. Truely, itis thou Lord Ieſus, 
whome wee honour, whome wee bleſle 
and thanke : becauſe theu dying an thy 
Croſlie,haſt thereby giuen vs aſſurance of 
life, Tothee be all honour and glory, with 
the Father and the holy ſpirit. Amen, 


{tis ſweere to beare the Croſſe with Chreft, 
«nd for {brift. 
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eA Sonnet annexed to the far - 
mer T reati|, em French, 


V E are vndone ,Sathan hath vs deſtroyde, 
Sinne,death and hcll is Qur due porti 
Ah wretch,recant,for Chyiſt his 
Sinne,death and hell hath veter] Log ela: | 
Thereby, our firſt rights are to vsregainde, | 
Thereby, health,yict ,and life weholde: 


Tt.creby;heaucns hi ſecrets arc attainde, 
Ir is the death of deathythe bell of hell, 
The ſteele thathath rebated Sathans ftetle, 
Opening the gate where bleſſednes doth dwell 
"Ke is ar 0-1 faith doth feelc. 


RET or ſtone, progures 


REL more endures, 
There is no ding wi way 
nba = her: |: 
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